














US soldiers at Broadlands, 1918

Sir Ernest Cassel, Edward VII and Winston Churchill, with 
Cassel’s daughter and his granddaughter, Edwina, later 
Countess Mountbatten, Easter 1907W.W.Ashley
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Further perspectives:  
the Great War and its aftermath

Lord Mountbatten’s father, Prince Louis of Battenberg (1854–1921), 
married a granddaughter of Queen Victoria and had a naval career, 
becoming First Sea Lord, 1912–14. His papers include important military 
and naval material, from an account of a conversation with his brother-
in-law, the last Tsar of Russia, on geopolitics in the 1890s, to detailed 
plans for rearmament and manning the navy in the run up to the  
First World War. 

Wilfrid William Ashley, Baron Mount Temple 
(1867–1939), was father of Edwina, Countess 
Mountbatten. A Conservative MP, he served in both 
the Boer War and the First World War. As Minister of 
Transport, 1924–9, he was responsible for strategic 
developments, from identifying arterial roads to 
introducing roundabouts. He was a founder of the 
Comrades of the Great War (precursor of the British 
Legion), and a supporter of links with Germany and 
the importance of empire. There are about 10,000 
items in his political correspondence.

Sir Ernest Joseph Cassel (1852–1921), financier 
and philanthropist, was grandfather of Edwina, 
Countess Mountbatten: she lived in his London 
house from 1919. Cassel’s papers contain important 
sequences of correspondence with Edward VII 
(to whom he was financial adviser and a friend) 
and George V. Although a convert to Roman 
Catholicism, he devoted considerable energy to 
assist Jews fleeing Russian persecution. As early as 
1908, Cassel was strongly aware of the danger of 
war with Germany; his correspondence with Albert 
Ballin, Winston Churchill, Sir Edward Grey and 
others documents his response.
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Memorandum of a conversation between Prince Louis of 
Battenberg, his brother-in-law, Tsar Nicholas of Russia, and 
�?�a�X�]�R�T���;�^�Q�P�]�^�ç�����9�d�]�T��� �'�(�%��



Broadlands and the estates 

The estates, largely in Hampshire and Ireland, provided 
the rental income which underpinned the development 
of the house and the careers and lives of its inhabitants. 
About 600 boxes of papers contain a wide range of estate 
documentation, from manorial records for Romsey Infra, 
through to runs of title deeds, accounts, maps and plans. 
An extensive correspondence describes the workings of 
an important Hampshire estate through the nineteenth 
century, documenting everything from agriculture to 
the provision of local amenities, support for drama 
and concerts, to poaching and trespass. Benevolent 
associations of landownership can be traced in charitable 
gifts, from weekly allowances to the poor, to Lady 
Palmerston’s School of Industry for girls in Romsey.

The Irish estate material, for Dublin and County Sligo, 
is an unusual survival in both its range and quantity. 
Dating from 1620 to the early twentieth century, the 
archives encompass social, political and economic 
developments. The third Viscount Palmerston invested 
in the Sligo estate, building the harbour at Mullaghmore, 
experimenting with planting maritime pines and 
assisting tenants emigrating to North America in  
the face of famine in the 1840s.

Broadlands House is a fine example of mid-Georgian architecture.  
Remodelled by the second Viscount Palmerston, in part to accommodate the 
sculpture and pictures which he had brought back from Europe, its grounds were 
landscaped by Capability Brown. The archives include lists of works of art, furniture 
and household items, the contents of the library, together with plans of the  
house and grounds.

Crowd waiting to buy wood at the saw mill, Home Farm, Broadlands, 
during the coal strike, May to mid-July 1921
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Broadlands: south front, probably 1870s
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Broadlands estate map, 18th century
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Support our campaign

The Broadlands Archives are among the foremost UK family and estate 
collections. They are important for researchers all over the world and they 
have an especial association with the University and its strategic objectives. 
The University is committed to retaining the collection in its entirety for future 
generations to use and enjoy. A successful fundraising campaign will ensure 
public access to the collection and a secure home in state of the art archival 
facilities. We need your help to make this important acquisition: there  
are a number of ways you can do this.

Please make a gift towards our fundraising campaign. By showing 
your support in this way, you will help us achieve our goal and 
keep the archive at Southampton. You can give online through  
our website or use the form in this brochure and send it to the 
address indicated.
Donate at www.southampton.ac.uk/broadlandsdonate

Donate

Support

Share

The Broadlands Archives document 
fundamental turning points in our history. 
Your support is crucial for preserving this 
part of our national heritage.

Thank you

While financial contributions are a key factor in ensuring the  
success of our campaign, every pledge of support helps as well.  
By signing our online petition you can contribute to our success.
Sign the petition at www.southampton.ac.uk/broadlandssupport

Help us to spread the word about our fundraising campaign.  
It is a national resource and we need as many people as possible to 
know about it. Encourage your friends and family to get involved 
by posting our campaign buttons on Facebook and Twitter.
Get involved at www.southampton.ac.uk/broadlandshare

For further information, contact:

Katherine O’Brien
Associate Director of Development  
and Alumni Relations
Office of Development and Alumni Relations
University of Southampton
Highfield
Southampton SO17 1BJ

Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 6895
Fax: + 44 (0)23 8059 7373
E-mail: kaob@soton.ac.uk

Professor Chris Woolgar
Head of Special Collections
University of Southampton Library
Highfield
Southampton SO17 1BJ

Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 2721
Fax: + 44 (0)23 8059 5451
E-mail: C.M.Woolgar@soton.ac.uk
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The Royal Navy exercising in the Mediterranean, 
early 1950s 

Cover image Lady Mountbatten starting a tour 
of hospitals on  Island, February 1945 


