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Our high-quality programmes are informed by our groundbreaking 
research. We are one of the top 100 universities in the world and a 
member of the Russell Group, a prestigious association of 20 major  
UK research universities. 

We have a thriving international community. Of the 22,000 students who 
join us each year, around 5,000 are from outside the UK, with students from 
over 130 countries. The Students’ Union provides lots of opportunities for 
recreation with around 240 clubs and societies. Our students are actively 
engaged in these societies and support each other through their activities.

To help you to get the most from your experience here, we offer a 
comprehensive range of support services to help you settle into life  
in the UK and at the University. 

This guide will give you an insight into student life at the University  
of Southampton. We hope it will encourage you to choose Southampton  
and join our global community. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Jo Doyle
Director, International Office

Choosing to study in another country is a big step and  
an investment in your education and your future. The University  
of Southampton can offer you a vibrant, creative and challenging 
environment in which to fulfil your potential. 
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For travel within Southampton you can use the uni-link 
bus service. The uni-link routes connect the campuses 
and accommodation halls in Southampton, the city 
centre, main train stations and airport. 

Winchester 

Just 12 miles from Southampton is the historic city  
of Winchester, home to the Winchester School of Art. 
Winchester was once the capital of England and has  
a fascinating history. A beautiful, unspoilt cathedral 
city, it combines the best of city life with easy access  
to the countryside.

Our campuses 

We have four campuses in Southampton and one  
in Winchester. They offer a welcoming, dynamic 
community and a wide range of facilities. 

Highfield Campus is the main campus and is home  
to many of our academic units and research centres, 
including the recently opened Institute for Life 
Sciences. The Students’ Union, Jubilee Sports  
Centre and three arts venues are based here.  
It also offers amenities such as cafés, restaurants, 
bookshops, banks, a post office and a hair and  
beauty salon. 

A few minutes’ walk from Highfield Campus is Avenue 
Campus, where the Centre for Language Study and 
most of the Humanities disciplines are based. Medicine 
is based at Southampton General Hospital, three miles 
west of Highfield. The National Oceanography Centre 
Southampton, one of the worlds leading research 
centres for the study of ocean and earth sciences,  
is located on the city’s waterfront. 

The Winchester School of Art is based close to 
Winchester city centre. Its campus has purpose-
designed studios and workshops as well as the 
renowned Winchester Gallery.

You can find out more about campus facilities  
on page 12. 

South coast city life

Southampton is a thriving, modern city with  
a rich history and a diverse mix of cultures. 

The city has a fascinating history, with links to William 
the Conqueror, King Henry V, William Shakespeare, 
Isaac Watts and Jane Austen. Southampton was also 
the starting point for the Titanic’s fateful maiden 
voyage in 1912.

Today, Southampton has a population of around 
240,000 and is home to people from many different 
cultures. The city and the surrounding area offer  
many different activities for you to enjoy.

Leisure and culture

Located on the south coast of England, Southampton  
is a centre for water sports, such as windsurfing, sailing 
and ocean racing, and hosts the largest on-water boat 
show in Europe – the annual Southampton Boat Show. 
The city also offers many other leisure activities, 
including restaurants, cafés, bars and nightclubs, 
cinemas and sports facilities. It has internationally 
acclaimed arts venues and one of the south coast’s  
top shopping centres. 

Southampton’s shops include Asian and halal  
food stores, and special festivals and events are  
held throughout the year.

Green spaces

Southampton is one of the greenest cities in southern 
England. Our students love the many parks and green 
spaces around the University. These include 
Southampton Common, a protected Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, which is located alongside three  
of the campuses. 

Less than 30 minutes away by train you can explore  
the New Forest National Park, where horses and deer 
live in over 35,000 hectares of open grassland and 
beautiful forests. The newly established South Downs 
National Park is also nearby and the seaside resorts  
of Bournemouth and Poole are just along the coast. 

Travel and transport

Southampton is just over an hour away from central 
London by train, and Heathrow Airport is about  
a 45-minute drive from Southampton. The city has 
excellent transport links with the rest of the UK  
and internationally by road, rail, sea and air. You  
can explore the UK easily from Southampton  
or take a short flight or ferry journey to other  
European countries during your holidays.

Southampton has a rich maritime 
heritage, and its location offers  
a range of opportunities for sport 
and leisure

Find out more

Our location
www.southampton.ac.uk/location

www.southampton.ac.uk/location


Research excellence
With a global reputation for our research, the 
University of Southampton is home to major 
research centres that consistently break new 
ground. We focus on research that addresses 
real-world issues such as health, energy and 
environmental change. 

We are among the top 15 UK universities for research, 
receiving more than £95m in research grants and 
contracts each year. In the latest Research Assessment 
Exercise (2008) most of our research was considered 
to be world-leading or internationally excellent.

Our major research centres include the Institute  
of Sound and Vibration Research, the National 
Oceanography Centre Southampton, the Parkes 
Institute for the Study of Jewish/non-Jewish  
Relations, the Optoelectronics Research Centre  
and the Southampton Nanofabrication Centre. 

We are a founder member of the Worldwide 
Universities Network (WUN). 

WUN is an international partnership of research 
intensive universities in the UK, USA, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, Norway and China. It supports 
innovation in research education throughout the world 
through interdisciplinary collaboration, exchanges  
and e-learning.

Libraries and research facilities

Our five libraries contain almost three million books, 
journals and reports and we can also offer online access 
to many of our resources. We have invested over £10m 
in modern learning facilities at the main Hartley 
Library on the Highfield Campus. 

The National Oceanography Centre Southampton  
has the largest collection of oceanographic literature  
in the UK and specialist libraries are also available  
at Winchester School of Art, Southampton General 
Hospital and on other campuses. The University is  
also home to several significant historical archives  
such as the Mountbatten Papers archive.

Specialist research facilities on campus include  
our £3m Archaeology Building and the Mountbatten 
Building, a £55m development for research in 
nanotechnology and photonics.

Computing and IT 

We provide the superb IT facilities you would expect  
in a world-class university. Our dedicated computer 
rooms contain printers, scanners and CD/DVD writers 
as well as an extensive range of hardware and software 
packages. There are over 2,000 computer workstations 
across the University, numerous wireless internet 
access areas and all rooms in our halls of residence  
have a high-speed internet connection. Specialist staff 
provide a full range of services, and training is available 
if you need it to improve your computer skills. 

The University has five libraries 
located across all campuses

Find out more

Research centres
www.southampton.ac.uk/researchcentres

World Universities Network
www.southampton.ac.uk/international/wun

Library services
www.southampton.ac.uk/library

IT and computing
www.southampton.ac.uk/isolutions
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Teaching and learning

With innovative teaching methods and  
flexible programmes, we offer an outstanding 
educational experience. 

In the most recent assessment by the Quality 
Assessment Agency, which monitors standards of 
teaching in the UK, we were awarded the highest 
level of achievement for the standard of our 
teaching and education. 

Flexible programmes

Working with leading academics you will benefit  
from the latest thinking in your area of study. With an 
exceptional student/staff ratio of 13.9 to one, you will 
also get the support you need to excel in your chosen 
subject. In addition, our courses offer the flexibility  
to study beyond your core discipline, perhaps by 
exploring a global challenge in another subject area. 

We encourage our students to work and learn 
independently using a variety of methods. These 
include innovative virtual learning environments 
which give online access to course information. 

Many of our courses are accredited by professional 
bodies, giving you professional recognition for  
your studies.

Overseas exchanges and links

We have links with universities across Europe through 
the Erasmus programme. Erasmus gives our students 
the opportunity to spend a minimum of three months 
studying abroad. We also offer several courses in 
collaboration with other European institutions, 
exchange opportunities overseas and study abroad 
programmes for international students interested  
in coming to the University of Southampton.

Course requirements 

To study here you will need to have the required 
academic qualifications and English skills for  
your chosen course. Each course has its own entry 
requirements and fees. The tables on pages 22–25 
explain some of the general requirements. For more 
detailed information see our prospectus or visit  
the website. 

Improving your English language skills

Our Centre for Language Study (CLS) offers language 
courses for all members of the University community. 
Whether you are studying a language as part of your 
degree or in your spare time, you can choose from  
20 languages, including French, Spanish, Japanese, 
Russian and Swedish. The Language Resources Centre 
has a wide range of foreign language publications, 
self-access materials and the latest multimedia 
software.

The CLS offers pre-sessional and in-sessional English 
courses for academic purposes prior to enrolment  
– see page 21 for more details. It is an official 
International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS) centre.

Preparation for study 

We recognise that international students may  
come from very different learning and teaching 
environments and you may need to adapt to a new  
style of teaching. To help you get ready you can use  
the free online learning resource, Prepare for Success, 
developed by the University. The interactive website 
includes videos, audio files, information about learning 
methods and study tips. 

Applying to study at Southampton

The application process may start as early as a year 
before the start date of your programme of study.  
It is important that you understand clearly all the 
stages involved and that you ask the University’s 
International Office, the British Council or our 
overseas representatives for assistance if you  
have any questions.

We want to make the application process as simple, 
efficient and cost-effective as possible for students. 
This is why we use the Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service (UCAS) for all our undergraduate 
applications. We have also created a new online 
application system for postgraduate applications.  
The step-by-step process for making an application  
can be found on pages 22–25. 

We work closely with external organisations  
including the British Council, ministries, embassies 
and University representatives who can work as 
intermediaries between you and the University.  
These organisations can provide information about  
the University, help you with your application and 
prepare you for your journey to the UK. 

Find out more

Erasmus 
www.southampton.ac.uk/international/erasmus 

Centre for Language Studies 
www.southampton.ac.uk/cls

The University’s overseas representatives  
www.southampton.ac.uk/representatives

Prepare for Success 
www.prepareforsuccess.org.uk

Contact details of the British Council in your country
www.britishcouncil.org/new/contact-us/

Our students benefit from superb research facilities 
and are taught by academics at the forefront of their 
disciplines
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After you graduate

Gaining the skills you need

As well looking for academic achievement, today’s 
employers want to recruit graduates with transferable 
skills such as teamwork and problem solving. Our 
courses are designed to help you develop these skills. 
We also offer placement and internship opportunities 
to help you gain practical workplace skills and 
experience. 

Career Destinations

Through our Career Destinations service we can 
provide careers information and help you to develop 
the skills that will be useful when you are looking  
for a job. 

Career Destinations has information about:

– graduate opportunities

– employers who are targeting Southampton

– finding employers

– companies

– global opportunities

– part-time work

– self-employment and starting your own business

Career Destinations has an online job vacancy 
database, organises career fairs and has contacts  
for opportunities in voluntary work that will improve 
your CV while you study. It also runs the innovative 
Graduate Passport. This is an achievement award 
designed to enhance students’ employability by 
providing official recognition and reward for 
extracurricular activities. (Please note that the 
Graduate Passport is not associated with the  
UK visa process and will not contribute to any  
visa applications.)

The Graduate Passport helps students to develop  
their ‘Graduate Attributes’, a range of qualities and 
skills including global citizenship, ethical leadership, 
effective communication and reflective learning.

If you choose to continue with your studies, Career 
Destinations can provide information about your 
options. It also runs a programme of seminars to help 
you with your CV and interview skills, and provides 
information about test centres used by companies  
as part of the application process.

A global alumni network

When you join the University, you automatically 
become part of our international community of over 
200,000 alumni and current students. During your 
time at Southampton you will have the chance to take 
advantage of a variety of opportunities provided by our 
alumni community – they can offer you careers advice, 
provide placements and job opportunities, support the 
facilities you use and much more. We will help you to 
have a wonderful and life-changing experience, which 
you will want to share with friends, family and 
colleagues in your home country.

After you graduate, you are entitled to a variety of 
services and benefits, including copies of our alumni 
magazine, Hartley News, and an e-newsletter every 
three months. We will also invite you to attend formal 
alumni gatherings in the UK and around the world. All 
you have to do is stay in contact with the Alumni Office. 

We offer a range of initiatives to help you develop the 
skills and experience you need to achieve your career 
goals. You can also benefit from careers advice and other 
services after you graduate, whether you choose to stay  
in the UK or return overseas.

Find out more

Career Destinations and the Graduate Passport
www.southampton.ac.uk/careers

Alumni 
www.southampton.ac.uk/alumni

When you graduate you will join our worldwide 
alumni community which spans 147 countries.  
You will have the opportunity to network at  
alumni events in the UK and overseas
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Campus life
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If you choose to study here you will join a friendly 
and diverse campus community with a wealth of 
facilities. To help you make the most of university 
life we also offer all undergraduate students a £300 
financial credit each year, called the Southampton 
Entitlement. You can spend this on a range of 
services and amenities such as the sports centre, 
arts venues and local transport. 

Sports facilities

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced athlete, 
our facilities offer everything you need to develop your 
sporting ability or simply have fun.

The £8.5m Jubilee Sports Centre is based on the main 
Highfield Campus. It has a 25-metre swimming pool  
and split-level gym with 170 fitness stations. Other 
indoor facilities include a sports hall with courts for 
badminton, netball, basketball or volleyball, a climbing 
wall, four squash courts and a martial arts studio.  
There is also a second sports hall for five-a-side football, 
cricket, handball, frisbee and roller-hockey.

Our outdoor sports grounds, just three miles from 
Highfield, include 20 grass pitches and eight floodlit 
tennis courts. Southampton’s coastal location means 
that we can also offer an unrivalled range of water 
sports, including windsurfing and sailing. The 
University has its own boat hard on the River Itchen.

The University’s Athletic Union is part of the Students’ 
Union and supports around 80 sports clubs. These 
cover a range of interests including paintballing, caving, 
archery and gliding.

Arts and entertainment 

The University provides a rich and diverse mix of 
theatre, music and art events. Three of the UK’s leading 
arts venues are located on our main Highfield Campus. 

– �The John Hansard Gallery enjoys a worldwide 
reputation for contemporary art, with exciting and 
innovative shows by leading UK and international 
artists. Admission to the gallery is free. 

– �The Nuffield Theatre is recognised as a major force  
in British theatre and has created award-winning 
productions that frequently tour internationally. 
Students can benefit from discounted tickets. 

– �Turner Sims is a leading music venue, hosting top 
musicians in classical, jazz, folk and world music.  
It is also one of the UK’s leading venues for chamber 
music. Again, discounted tickets are available  
for students.

Students’ Union

The Southampton University Students’ Union (SUSU) 
is the hub of campus social life. The main complex on 
the Highfield Campus, which has benefited from a £6m 
refurbishment, has a great range of facilities including  
a nightclub, cinema, cafés and bars. SUSU runs a packed 
programme of entertainment throughout the year, 
including Freshers’ Week events for new students at the 
beginning of each academic year. Freshers’ Week takes 
place immediately after the International Welcome 
Programme. As well as the Athletic Union sports clubs, 
SUSU also funds more than 160 clubs and societies 
catering for a wide range of interests, including many 
international societies.

Getting around 

All campus facilities are within easy reach of our halls  
of residence on foot or by bicycle. Southampton halls 
are also served by the uni-link bus service, and students 
living in Southampton halls of residence have unlimited 
free access to travel on uni-link buses. Students at our 
Winchester campus enjoy a full range of facilities on 
site, and there are regular bus and train services 
between Southampton and Winchester. 

Find out more

Virtual tours
See our campuses for yourself at  
www.southampton.ac.uk/about/virtualtours 

Athletic Union
www.susu.org/sport

Clubs and societies
www.susu.org/activities

Sport and recreation
www.southampton.ac.uk/sportrec

Arts on campus
www.southampton.ac.uk/about/arts 

uni-link 
www.unilinkbus.co.uk Our campuses have lots of green spaces  

where students can relax and study

www.southampton.ac.uk/about/virtualtours
www.susu.org/sport
www.susu.org/activities
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Finding a place to live
Our 20 halls of residence offer a welcoming and 
secure environment as well as the chance to make 
new friends. 

We guarantee an offer of a place in one of our University 
halls of residence if you are: 

– an EU undergraduate – for your first year of study

– �an international (non-EU) undergraduate – for the  
full duration of your studies

– �an international (non-EU) postgraduate student –  
for your first year of study*

You must also meet our guarantee criteria and apply  
by the relevant deadline. For the first year, this is 1 
August of the year your studies begin. For subsequent 
years the deadline is at the start of the second semester. 
For full details of the accommodation guarantee visit 
the accommodation website. 

If you are an EU postgraduate student, we are 
unfortunately unable to guarantee you an offer of 
accommodation. You can apply online and we may be 
able to make you an offer of accommodation; however 
this is dependent on room availability in our halls  
of residence. If we are unable to offer you 
accommodation, we can provide advice and assistance 
with renting accommodation in the private sector.

Our halls of residence

We offer a wide range of accommodation in a safe and 
pleasant environment. Some of the benefits of living  
in University accommodation are:

– �a wide variety of organised social activities. Previous 
events have included live bands, sporting events  
and balls

– �a friendly and diverse environment. You will mix with 
other students from across all teaching campus sites 
and subjects

– �a safe and secure environment, with 24-hour security 
on all sites and a dedicated ‘out of hours’ (6.00pm to 
8.00am) Residence Support Service

– �no bills. Fees for single rooms in University 
accommodation include water and fuel bills

– �free internet connection, so you can stay in touch  
with your family and friends at home

– �a bus pass for the University bus service, uni-link, for 
the duration of your stay. (Please note that the uni-link 
bus service does not operate in Winchester, so a 
uni-link bus pass is not included in the fees for 
Erasmus Park)

– �special requests such as cultural or medical 
requirements will be met if at all possible and should 
be added to the notes of your application. 

Costs

Our accommodation offers excellent value for money, 
with fees starting at around £73 per week, rising to £178 
per week depending on the facilities and catering 
options that you choose. No deposit is required for 
first-year undergraduate students living in halls.

How to apply for accommodation

Step 1: Wait to receive a formal offer (conditional  
or unconditional) to study at the University of 
Southampton.

Step 2: Find your student identification number given 
in your offer letter.

Step 3: Visit the accommodation website at  
www.southampton.ac.uk/accommodation and read  
the accommodation booklet that you will have received.

Step 4: Apply online at  
www.onlineaccommodation.soton.ac.uk  
A guide about how to submit your application online 
can be found on the main accommodation website. 

Step 5: When you have met the conditions of your offer 
of study and your status becomes unconditional, your 
application for accommodation will be processed and 
you will receive an offer shortly. You can check the 
status of your application online at  
www.onlineaccommodation.soton.ac.uk  
under the ‘offers and contracts’ section.

Step 6: Undergraduate students are not required to pay 
a deposit. Postgraduate students must pay a deposit of 
£350. Current students must pay a deposit of £150. The 
deposit will be deducted from the final instalment of 
your accommodation fees.

Step 7: You must accept your offer of accommodation 
by the deadline indicated in your offer. If you do not 
accept it by this deadline, your place in University 
accommodation will be offered to another student.

Family accommodation

If you are coming to Southampton with your  
spouse/partner or family we can help you to find 
accommodation and may be able to offer you  
University accommodation.

We have a small number of self-contained flats in our 
halls of residence, suitable for couples or single parents 
with one child (under five years of age). We also own 
properties close to the main Highfield Campus that  
are suitable for families.

Suitable accommodation for couples and families  
is very limited and we cannot guarantee that we will  
be able to offer you this type of accommodation. 
Demand is very high, so we can only grant tenancies  
for a maximum of one year. This gives new students 
time to get to know Southampton and enables them  
to find a privately rented property appropriate for  
their family.

To apply for couples or family accommodation please 
use the online application form or contact University 
Residences.

We strongly advise you to find suitable accommodation 
before planning to bring your family to Southampton.  
If you are unable to secure accommodation before you 
arrive, we suggest that you consider coming on your 
own initially, bringing your family over when you have 
secured suitable accommodation. 

Remember that it is essential to look at a property 
before signing an agreement with a landlord or agency. 

Private rented accommodation 

Southampton has a wide range of private rented 
accommodation, most within a short distance of the 
main teaching sites. This gives students a wide choice  
of location and property type. Rent typically costs 
between £65 and £75 per week, excluding bills. 

If you choose this type of accommodation, you will 
enter into a contract directly with a landlord. You 
should ensure that you understand the terms and 
conditions fully before signing the contract, as it  
is a legally binding agreement.

University Residences will be happy to check any 
contract for you before you sign it and answer any 
questions you may have. We are a core partner in  
the Southampton Accreditation Scheme for Student 
Housing (SASSH) programme, in conjunction with 
Southampton City Council and Southampton Solent 
University. SASSH only advertises properties that 
conform to certain safety standards (details available  
on the accommodation website) and this 
accommodation may be subject to inspections  
by Southampton City Council.

* Whether you are classed as an ‘international’ or ‘EU’ student 
for accommodation purposes will depend on your tuition fee 
status – international students are those paying the ‘overseas’ 
fee while EU students are those paying the ‘home’ fee.  
See page 16 for more details. 

Find out more

University Residences
www.southampton.ac.uk/accommodation
Email: accommodation@southampton.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 5959

All study bedrooms in our halls of 
residence have a telephone and a 
high-speed internet connection 
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Money matters

From 2012, changes introduced by the UK 
government will mean new arrangements for EU 
student tuition fees. These changes do not affect 
international student tuition fees. You can find 
details of EU and international fees for different 
programmes of study on pages 22–25. 

Fee status

The University is required to classify your fee status  
in accordance with the Education (Fees and Awards) 
(England) Regulations 2007. Publicly funded 
educational institutions charge two levels of fee:  
the lower ‘home’ fee and the higher ‘overseas’ fee.  
There are certain categories of students who must be 
charged the home fee. The amount you will have to pay 
depends on a number of criteria. Details are available 
from the UK Council for International Student Affairs. 
If you are unsure of your fee status please contact 
Registry Services.

Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 4732  
Email: feesclassification@southampton.ac.uk

EU students

The standard annual fee for full-time undergraduate 
study for EU students enrolling in 2012/13 will  
be £9,000.

Most EU students can apply for a government loan to 
cover the cost of tuition fees, which is repayable only 
once you are earning over £21,000 a year. After that, you 
will repay nine per cent of your income above £21,000.  
If your starting salary was £25,000, for example, this 
would mean repaying £30 per month.

Cost of living

If you are coming to Southampton on your own, the  
cost of living (on top of tuition fees and travel to and 
from Southampton) will usually be between £7,200  
and £8,800 per academic year. This should cover 
accommodation, meals, daily travel in Southampton, 
books, stationery, dissertation preparation and  
other items. 

Your tuition fee will cover compulsory course costs 
such as field trips and laboratory clothing. 

You can use our online student finance calculator  
to plan your finances and manage your budget.

The Southampton Entitlement

To help our students get the most from university life, 
every undergraduate will receive the Southampton 
Entitlement each year. This is a £300 credit which you 
can spend on the services of your choice. These might 
include membership of our sports centre, access to 
campus arts venues or local public transport.

Scholarships

We offer some subject-specific scholarships and 
bursaries to international and EU students. In addition, 
many international organisations offer financial
assistance. Eligibility criteria vary depending on the 
scholarship scheme.

Scholarships for international and EU students may 
cover all or part of the full cost of studying abroad.  
You will usually need to provide an offer letter from  
the University when applying for a scholarship.  
For this reason, it is very important to begin to make  
all the arrangements at least one year before the start  
of your studies. 

For information about scholarships available to 
students from your country, visit the International 
Office web pages.

Part-time work 

Some students work part time to help fund their 
studies. Our Career Destinations service can help  
you find a part-time job. It also offers a range of  
services to help you achieve your longer-term career 
goals. Part-time jobs at the University can also be found 
through our Temp Bank service, which offers work to fit 
around student timetables.

Because of visa restrictions, international students  
can only work a maximum of 20 hours per week during 
term time.

Studying at the University of Southampton is a big 
investment in your future. You will need to plan your 
finances carefully to cover tuition fees and living costs. 

Find out more

Student finance calculator
www.southampton.ac.uk/calculator

International fees and money
www.southampton.ac.uk/international/fees_money

International scholarships 
www.southampton.ac.uk/international/
scholarships

EU undergraduate scholarships  
www.southampton.ac.uk/ugscholarships

EU postgraduate funding  
www.southampton.ac.uk/pgfunding

Part-time work 
www.southampton.ac.uk/careers or  
www.southampton.ac.uk/hr/tempbank

UK Council for International Student Affairs
www.ukcisa.org.uk

Many shops, restaurants and services 
offer discounts to students, which helps 
make your money go further 
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Welcoming you

Student visas

Before you come to study in the UK it is important to 
find out about UK immigration procedures and how 
they affect you. You should do this as far in advance  
of your arrival in the UK as possible. 

If you are from the EU, the EEA or Switzerland, you 
would not normally require a visa to enter the UK. 

If you are planning to study certain postgraduate and 
undergraduate courses you may need to apply for an 
Academic Technology Approval Scheme (ATAS) 
certificate before you can apply for your visa. 

The University has its own dedicated Visa Guidance 
Team which can assist you with any questions you 
might have about applying to come to the UK as a tier  
4 (general) student or as a student visitor. Information 
about the application process in your country and the 
documents you will require to support your 
application can be found on the UK Border Agency 
Visa Services website. 

Meet and Greet

Our Meet and Greet service at London Heathrow 
airport will help make your journey to the University 
as simple and stress-free as possible. 

The Meet and Greet service is available for three days 
immediately before the Welcome Programme, which 
takes place two weeks prior to the start of the 
academic year.

A member of staff from the University will be at 
terminal three at Heathrow each day. If you have a 
place in University accommodation, we will arrange 
for you to be taken directly there. If you are staying in 
private rented accommodation, we will help you to get 
to the right place.

Welcome Programme

The Welcome Programme for international and  
EU students has been designed to help you learn more 
about the University and the city of Southampton and 
to make new friends. We aim to help you settle into  
the University and the city community as quickly  
as possible.

The Welcome Programme runs for seven days and 
culminates in two main days of activity. The first of 
these is our University Welcome Day where students 
have the opportunity to attend a formal welcome from 
our Vice-Chancellor as well as a number of useful talks 
and workshops on topics such as opening a bank 
account, what to see and do in the city and how  
to adapt to British culture. 

The second day is our Academic Welcome  
Day. Students have the option of attending several 
interactive sessions on the expectations of studying  
at the University followed by a number of welcome 
events run by different academic units. 

Running alongside all of these events and continuing 
into the weekend are a wide range of fun social 
activities organised by our Students’ Union.

We want to ensure that your experience at Southampton  
is positive and rewarding. Before you come to the UK, 
when you arrive and throughout your studies, our network 
of professional services and advisors will help you to settle 
in and offer support. 

Support services

We offer various services that enable students to 
access emotional and personal support while studying 
at the University. 

– �The Counselling Service provides confidential and 
professional support to help students and staff with  
a range of personal and academic issues.

– �The First Support team is the first point of contact 
and support for students who may be experiencing  
a particularly difficult time. Staff, students or family 
and friends can contact the service by email  
or phone. 

– �The Residence Support Service is a dedicated point 
of contact for students who live in halls of residence. 
Working closely with other University services, its 
role is to guide students towards any help, support  
or assistance they may need. The service facilitates 
communal living and helps students to settle by 
ensuring that everyone respects the hall regulations, 
including health and safety rules, in a social and safe 
environment conducive to study.

The Welcome Programme for 
international students includes 
information about how to use the 
University’s many study facilities

Find out more

Visa Guidance Team
www.southampton.ac.uk/visa 

Welcome Programme
www.southampton.ac.uk/international/welcome

Information about student support
www.southampton.ac.uk/studentsupport

Academic Technology Approval Scheme
www.fco.gov.uk/atas

UK Border Agency Visa Services
www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en
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English language courses

These include year-round and summer  
pre-sessional courses in English for academic study 
and a summer course for English language teachers. 
The pre-sessional courses are designed to help you 
improve your language skills and to ensure that you  
are prepared for the challenge of studying in a new 
academic culture.

The courses are aimed specifically at students who 
have not yet met the University’s English language 
entry requirements. They will also help students  
who may already have the required level of English  
but would like to learn more about academic life in  
the UK in preparation for their degree programme.

Course structure 

The University offers various pre-sessional courses; 
short, intensive courses during the summer and  
a year-round course starting in either October  
or February.

During the summer, courses of 15, 10 or six weeks are 
available, primarily for students who already have an 
offer for a degree programme at the University of 
Southampton. Entry requirements range from IELTS 
5.5/iBTOEFL 71 to IELTS 6.5/iBTOEFL 92, depending 
on the length of course and the degree programme 
applied for. 

During the academic year we offer the English for 
Academic Study course with starting points in October 
(semester 1) and February (semester 2); the minimum 
entry requirement for this course is IELTS 4.5/
iBTOEFL 53. 

If you successfully complete one of the  
pre-sessional courses by achieving the grade  
required for progression to your chosen degree 
programme you will have met the University’s  
English language requirements and will not need  
to take a formal IELTS or TOEFL test at the end  
of the pre-sessional course.

Join our online community

Find out more about studying at the University of 
Southampton with our online resources, tools and apps. 

Find out more

Like us on Facebook
International Office  
www.facebook.com/UosInternationalOffice

University of Southampton  
www.facebook.com/unisouthampton 

The University of Southampton on YouTube
www.youtube.com/UoSinternational

Finance calculator
www.southampton.ac.uk/calculator

Build your own prospectus 
www.myprospectus.southampton.ac.uk

Join us on Facebook 

The International Office Facebook page provides  
a forum especially for international and EU students 
where you can ask questions about life and study  
at Southampton. There are updates telling you when 
our representatives are visiting different countries, 
and you can also see some of the activities and 
opportunities on offer to international and  
EU students. 

There is also lots of information on the University’s 
Facebook page, including presentations from our 
latest open days. These cover a range of topics, from 
information about our courses to the social and 
sporting activities offered by the Students’ Union.

See the University on YouTube 

Watch our videos on YouTube to see our campuses, 
accommodation and facilities for yourself. You can 
also see students talking about their experiences  
at Southampton.

Build your own prospectus

With our online prospectus builder you can choose 
the subjects you are interested in to create your own 
tailored PDF version of our prospectus.

Work out your finances

Our finance calculator is a useful tool to help you work 
out how much it will cost to study at the University 
of Southampton. It takes into account your study and 
living costs as well as the different types of financial 
support that may be available to you.

Download our iPhone app

With our free undergraduate app you can browse our 
courses, watch videos of our students, see top stories 
about our latest research and get directions on how  
to find us with Google maps.

To download the app, search for ‘University  
of Southampton’ in the App Store.

Resources at the Centre for 
Language Study include computer-
based learning materials and a wide 
range of publications

Find out more

www.southampton.ac.uk/cls/english
Email: elaccess@southampton.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 3344
Fax +44 (0)23 8059 2157

The University’s Centre for Language Study offers  
a wide variety of English language courses. 
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Course Bachelors degree

Admission
criteria

Each course has its own entry requirements, so you will need to check the details of each course on the website. 
Some courses have higher entry requirements. We accept international qualifications from all over the world.  
For more information visit the International Office website.

As a guide, for bachelors degrees, you will need to have the equivalent of:

- three good A levels or 160–300 tariff points, or
- recognised access/foundation course, or
- International Baccalaureate (minimum score 28 with 16 at the higher level), or
- high school leaving certificate, where it is equivalent to A level/International Baccalaureate standard
- English language proficiency at IELTS 6.5 or equivalent

Course
duration

Three years (October to June), or four years full time for students who have a work placement and for some courses 
in science and engineering such as MEng, MPhys, MOcean, MMath

Course structure We offer a variety of specialist learning and teaching methods that mix innovative approaches with established 
techniques. The methods will depend on your course but could include ocean- and land-based field trips, laboratory 
study, excavations, placements in the private and public sectors and interprofessional group work.

Lectures may bring together students from different courses and can vary in size.

Seminars typically have 15 to 20 students. You will explore ideas in greater depth through lively and interactive 
discussion.

Tutorials consist of smaller groups. Your tutor will provide guidance on the detailed study of specialised topics and 
you will play a key role in discussion and debate.

Most courses have a minimum of 20 hours per week of contact time. You will be expected to dedicate an equal 
number of hours to private study.

The teaching hours for most courses are usually 9.00am to 6.00pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 
and 9.00am to 1.00pm on Wednesdays.

International fees* £11,600-£14,800 (2012 fees)

£27,600 (2012 fees): clinical years in Medicine 

EU fees* £9,000 per year (2012)

Application 
process

1. �Visit the University website and/or read the prospectus. You might have the opportunity to visit an 
exhibition or meet with a member of staff from the International Office in your country.

2.� Apply through the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) online at www.ucas.com.  
Our UCAS code name is SOTON and our number is S27.

3.� When the University makes its decision, UCAS will contact you with details of your offer. This will be 
followed by a letter directly from the University.

4. �Reply to UCAS informing them which university is your ‘firm’ choice and which is your ‘insurance’ choice.  
If you do not do this, UCAS will automatically withdraw you from the application process.

5. �If your offer is conditional, you must send a transcript or proof of your English language proficiency and any 
other evidence required by the conditions of the offer, so that your offer can be changed to unconditional.

6. �It is very important to tell UCAS whether you are accepting our offer, so that we can send you full details of 
how to join the University of Southampton, including information on accommodation and enrolment.

7. �The UCAS application deadline for most courses is 15 January, but we may consider your application to the 
University up until 30 June (you should check if there are places available before you apply).

Undergraduate programmes 

*All fees are subject to annual increments.

Find out more

www.southampton.ac.uk/study

International enquirers – email: global@southampton.ac.uk
EU enquirers – email: prospenq@southampton.ac.uk

www.southampton.ac.uk/international/
countrypages

Course Engineering/Physics/Geophysics Foundation Year
Science Foundation Year
Law/Arts/Management/Social Sciences 

Admission criteria
for Engineering/
Physics/
Geophysics
Foundation Year
and Science
Foundation Year

This course is ideal if you do not have the necessary entry qualifications for a degree or if you have non-science  
A levels or equivalent. We accept international qualifications from all over the world. For more information visit  
the International Office website.

Applicants for this course usually have high grades in maths and physics (for Engineering/Physics/Geophysics 
Foundation Year) or maths and science (for Science Foundation Year):

- GCSE: English, maths and science at grade C (minimum), or equivalent
- A levels: typically BBB
- International Baccalaureate: 30 points, 16 at higher level
- �good intermediate level of English language proficiency (minimum IELTS 5.5 overall, including 5.5 in each 

component/TOEFL 527)

Admission criteria
for Law/Arts/
Management/
Social Sciences

Applicants for this programme would normally:

- be a recent high school graduate (or be due to graduate at the end of the current academic year)
- have, or expect to have, an excellent final grade or grade point average
- �have a good intermediate level of English language proficiency (minimum IELTS 5.5 overall, including 5.5 in each 

component/TOEFL 527)

Course duration Nine months, October start

Course structure Core units and optional units including English language

International fees* £14,800 (2012 fees): Engineering/Physics/Geophysics Foundation Year and Science Foundation Year

£11,600 (2012 fees): Law/Arts/Management/Social Sciences

EU fees* £9,000 (2012 fees)

Application 
process

Applications to the Engineering/Physics/Geophysics and Science Foundation Year are made through 
UCAS. Applications to the Law/Arts/Management/Social Sciences Foundation Year may be submitted 
directly to the University using the University’s own application form.

Foundation programmes

“The Foundation Year was the best year of my academic life as the teaching happened  
in a friendly atmosphere where students feel free to ask any question. Adding to this,  
I got to meet my personal tutor on a weekly basis to talk about my progress and any  
other issues that came across such as student finance or life in Southampton. I also  
had the opportunity to meet various students from different part of the world who  
are now my best friends.”
Christelle Aerts (Democratic Republic of Congo)
International Foundation Year, 2008 

Find out more

www.southampton.ac.uk/foundationyear

Engineering/Physics/Geophysics Foundation Year  
and Science Foundation Year
Email: global@southampton.ac.uk

Law/Arts/Management/Social Sciences
Email: global@southampton.ac.uk

www.southampton.ac.uk/international/
countrypages
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*All fees are subject to annual increments.

** Some programmes have non-standard fees.  
See www.southampton.ac.uk/postgraduatefees

Find out more

www.southampton.ac.uk/research/researchdir

Contact email addresses can be found on the website  
for the relevant academic unit

www.southampton.ac.uk/international/
countrypages

Find out more

www.southampton.ac.uk/postgraduate

International enquirers – email: global@southampton.ac.uk
EU enquirers – email: prospenq@southampton.ac.uk

www.southampton.ac.uk/international/
countrypages

Course Masters degree

Admission  
criteria

Each course has its own entry requirements, so you will need to check the details of each course on the website. 
Some courses have higher entry requirements. We accept international qualifications from all over the world.  
For more information visit the International Office website.

As a guide, for masters degrees, you will need to have the equivalent of:

- upper second-class degree or equivalent in a relevant subject or another equivalent qualification
- minimum English language proficiency at IELTS 6.5 or equivalent

Each application is considered individually and factors such as maturity, motivation and work experience are taken 
into consideration.

Course duration One year full time, October start

Course 
structure 

Masters courses vary in emphasis. Some provide essential training leading to research and others offer career-
specific preparation. A small number of masters courses in specific subjects can be studied through distance 
learning or flexible learning. Depending on needs and performance, you can generally progress to a masters  
degree via a PG Cert or PG Dip by accruing credits.

You will be taught using a combination of lectures, seminars and tutorials as outlined in the undergraduate 
information on page 23.

International fees * £12,500-£15,800 (2012 fees)

EU fees* £4,500 (2011 fees)**

Application  
process

1. �Visit the University website and/or read the prospectus. You might have the opportunity to visit an exhibition  
or meet with a member of staff from the International Office in your country.

2. Apply online at www.southampton.ac.uk/postgraduate/pgstudy/howdoiapplypg.html

3. Send your supporting documents to the University of Southampton, including:

- �proof of your higher education qualifications at degree level, including your grades, in the form of transcripts  
and graduation certificates (certified and translated)

- proof of your English language proficiency level (IELTS or TOEFL certificate)
- two references, one academic and one from your employer (two academic references can also be accepted)
- personal statement

4. �When a decision has been made, the relevant University academic unit will contact you or your representative 
directly, usually via email. 

5. �To accept our offer, please respond using the ‘reply to offer’ form. If your offer is conditional, you must send your 
transcript or proof of English language proficiency and any other evidence required by the conditions of your 
offer, so that your offer can be changed to unconditional.

6. �It is very important to tell us whether you are accepting our offer, so that we can send you full details of how to 
join the University of Southampton, including information on accommodation and enrolment. Some academic 
units may ask you to pay a deposit to confirm your place on your chosen programme of study. The amount paid 
as a deposit is then deducted from your tuition fees.

7. �Please check the website for application deadlines because they vary depending on the course you have chosen. 
We advise you to complete your application before the end of April because demand for courses is high and they 
quickly become full.

Postgraduate programmes 
Course Doctorate (PhD)

Admission
criteria

Each course has its own entry requirements, so you will need to check the details of each course on the website. 
Some courses have higher entry requirements. We accept international qualifications from all over the world.  
For more information visit the International Office website. 

As a guide, for a PhD, you will need:

- �a good first degree from an internationally recognised university (upper second-class division/GPA 3/4  
or 70 per cent) or equivalent

- �to demonstrate that the subject studied at degree level provides a sufficient basis for postgraduate research  
in your chosen subject area

- �most academic units will require you to have completed a masters programme with similar grades as your  
first degree

- minimum English language proficiency at IELTS 6.5 or equivalent

Course duration Three to five years full time

Course structure Your studies will be supervised by a team of academic staff. You will become a full member of a research group,  
and thus become part of the research community at the University of Southampton.

Your work could be a mixture of research on your own and research where you collaborate with other students  
or research fellows. You may participate in weekly seminars and lecture series, and you will be encouraged to 
attend and take part in national and international conferences and to publish journal papers.

The course will include elements of formal training, such as communication skills and project management, data 
handling and analysis, and library and information retrieval. Your research training will lead to the production of  
a thesis. Some academic units require you to choose modules from their postgraduate taught programmes.

You will register initially for an MPhil, with conditional later transfer to PhD.

After year 1, some academic units offer PhD students part-time teaching fellowships.

International fees * £12,500-£17,400 (2012 fees)**

EU fees* £11,600-£14,800 (2012 fees)

£27,600 (2012 fees): clinical years in Medicine 

Application 
process

1. �Visit the University website and/or read the prospectus. You might have the opportunity to visit an 
exhibition or meet with a member of staff from the International Office in your country. Find out whether 
the University has a relevant research area/unit/team. Look through the staff specialist areas described  
on our website and identify someone who specialises in your research area.

2.� If you wish to discuss your research proposal directly with your chosen academic unit, contact the 
member of staff you have identified and send them a brief proposal on your chosen area of research.  
They may ask you further questions to establish whether they can supervise you. Otherwise you can admit 
your application for a PhD directly and our Admissions Department will then pass it on to the potential 
supervisors for feedback.

3.� Submit a formal application online together with all relevant supporting documents, following the same 
application process explained on page 24. 

Postgraduate programmes (continued)
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By air 

Southampton is easily accessible 
from Gatwick and Heathrow 
international airports. There are 
regular coach and train services 
from the airports to the city. 

Southampton Airport is about 20 
minutes from the Southampton 
campuses by bus or taxi. It runs a 
full UK domestic service as well as 
flights to mainland Europe and the 
Channel Islands. 

By coach

Southampton coach station is 
at the Western Esplanade, in 
the city centre. The uni-link U1 
service connects the University’s 
Southampton campuses and the 
city centre. 

By rail 

Fast trains from London and 
Bournemouth/Weymouth stop 
at Winchester, Southampton 
Central and Southampton Airport 
Parkway. Trains from Portsmouth 
and Bristol/South Wales stop at 
Southampton Central. The uni-link 
U1 bus runs between Southampton 
Central and Southampton Airport 
Parkway via the University. 

Getting here
Join the International Office on: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UosInternationalOffice

YouTube: www.youtube.com/uosinternational

Twitter: www.twitter.com/unisotonintl

Find out more

University of Southampton 
Highfield 
Southampton 
SO17 1BJ
www.southampton.ac.uk

Disclaimer

The University of Southampton will use all reasonable efforts to deliver advertised programmes and other services and facilities in accordance 
with the descriptions set out in its prospectuses, student handbooks, welcome guides and website. It will provide students with the tuition, 
learning support, services and facilities so described with reasonable care and skill.

The University, therefore, reserves the right if it considers it to be necessary to alter the timetable, location, content or method of delivery  
of events provided such alterations are reasonable. 

Financial or other losses 	

The University will not be held liable for any direct or indirect financial or other losses or damage arising from changes made to the event  
timetable, location, content or method of delivery of various services and facilities set out herein.

Force majeure

The University will not be held liable for any loss, damage or expense resulting from any delay, variation or failure in the provision of services  
and facilities set out herein, arising from circumstances beyond the University’s reasonable control, including (but not limited to) war  
or threat of war, riot, civil strife, terrorist activity, industrial dispute, natural or nuclear disaster, adverse weather conditions, interruption  
in power supplies or other services for any reason, fire, boycott and telecommunications failure. 

In the event that such circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the University arise, it will use all reasonable endeavours to minimise 
disruption as far as it is practical to do so.

© University of Southampton 2011

This information can be made available, on request, in alternative formats such as electronic, large print, Braille or audio tape, and in some  
cases, other languages. Please call +44 (0)23 8059 7726 to request an alternative format.
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