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Harvard Citation of Official Publications

It is difficult to trace any ‘official' rules for the citation of official publications.  Below are offered some suggestions, but if you are preparing a bibliography for a journal article, dissertation etc please seek advice from the editor/supervisor.  
Two basic principles:
· be as comprehensive as possible to ensure that anybody reading the citation can locate the item in question.  (e.g. parliamentary session, as well as date of publication, is invaluable in tracing parliamentary materials).

· be consistent.
Examples:
House of Commons Paper
NATIONAL AUDIT OFFICE. (1996) Progress in completing the new British Library.  HC 637, 1995-96. London: HMSO.

House of Lords Paper
HOUSE OF LORDS: SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS ON MEDICAL ETHICS. (1993)  Special report on medical ethics.  HL 67, 1992-93. London: HMSO.

House of Commons Bill
HOUSE OF COMMONS BILL 1992-93 [02]. (1993) Representation of the People Bill.  London: HMSO. 

House of Lords Bill
HOUSE OF LORDS BILL 1989/90 [82].  (1990) Broadcasting Bill. London: HMSO.

Command Paper
ROYAL COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION. (1996) 19th report : sustainable use of soil.  Cm 3165. London: HMSO.

House of Commons Hansard (debate)
HC Deb (1990 – 91) 195, col. 311.
House of Commons Hansard (written answer)
HC Deb (1990 – 91) 259, written answer col. 90.

House of Lords Hansard would be cited in the same way, using HL.

Non-Parliamentary Publication published by HMSO
AUDIT COMMISSION FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND THE NHS IN ENGLAND AND WALES. (1995)  In the line of fire: value for money in the fire service. London: HMSO.

Non-Parliamentary publication published by government department 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT. (1995) Improving Standards in Houses in Multiple Occupation: consultation paper linked to the Housing White Paper "our future homes".  London: Department of the Environment.

Acts
Protection of Badgers Act 1992. (c.51) London: HMSO. 

Statutory Instruments
Income Support (Pilot Scheme) Regulations.  SI 1996/1252. London: HMSO. 
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