
 

Whose curriculum is it 
anyway? 

 
Julie Wintrup, Marcus Burton  

and Kelly Wakefield   
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…and just what is 

‘the curriculum’? 
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…and who defines it? 

4 



Sally Kift says it’s:  

the totality of the student experience of, and engagement 

with, their programme of study….  

… including all of the academic, social and 
support aspects of the student experience, & focuses 

on the “educational conditions in which we 
place students” (Tinto, 2009, 2), & includes the co-
curricula opportunities offered (outside the formal 

curriculum) with which students are encouraged to engage 
(Kift & Field, 2009)   
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..the totality of the student experience 

of, and engagement with, their 
programme of study…. 

 
….who is responsible for the ‘totality’ of 

the student experience…?  
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• … including all of the academic, social and 
support aspects of the student experience… 

 

• It could be you…  
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• & focuses on the “educational conditions in 
which we place students” (Tinto, 2009, 2) 

 

• & includes the co-curricula opportunities 
offered (outside the formal curriculum) with which 
students are encouraged to engage (Kift & Field, 2009)   
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The curriculum is.. 

“…what is taught, how it is taught, and how learning is 
assessed” (James 2002, p.81)  

and the linkages between those three facets in the unit and 

course design are made explicit to students  

in learning environments that take 
account of the contemporary realities of 

our students’ higher education context. 

Kift & Field, 2009  
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Why students as co-designers? 
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NUS: 

“Involving students in curriculum design 

Using students' feedback and representation should be key 
ways to shape the development of the curriculum.  

It is also possible to look at this activity as a project in itself 

and there are some great examples of students 
designing particular modules, assessment 
methods and sharing in the delivery of 
programmes” 
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http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/campaigns/highereducation/student-engagement/toolkit/enhancingstudentengagement/feedbackfromstudents/
http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/campaigns/highereducation/student-engagement/toolkit/enhancingstudentengagement/studentrepresentation/


Here are some of those great examples.. 

• Digichamps – Southampton 

• Sheffield: Against Value module, winner of HEA 
Student/Staff partnership award 

• Global Health module: Southampton 

• Newcastle: Peer mentoring             …… etc 

Institutional approaches: 

• Students as change agents: Exeter, now Winchester 

• Student as Producer: Lincoln 
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Reasons why students as co-

designers is productive and 

exciting… 
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Global health module 
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• ‘..it’s about our future, not your 

past…’ 

 

 

• Presentations at SRHE 2011; RAISE, 2011/12/13 
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Wintrup, James & Wakefield, 2013 
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Wintrup, James & Wakefield, 2013 
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Students as co-researchers, presenters.. 

• Improving student satisfaction with assessment 
and feedback – one day conference 27 February 
2014 …DClinP students on work and education pedagogy 

• SRHE 2010…medical & OT student  

• RAISE 2011, 2012, 2013..CI students, med students.. 

• Transition funded research project/s 

• Students as authors, tweeters and bloggers 
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Students blogging.. 
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Students storifying… 

26 



 

Is this all a bit comfortable?  
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Students as commentators, critics… 
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Chloe Green, University of Southampton, 2010: ‘I want real change’ 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/election_2010/8644380.stm  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/election_2010/8644380.stm


Sheffield ‘Against Value’ module  

• “When was the last time anyone in a University attended 
meetings with representation from every level of academic 
expertise from first- year undergraduate to Professor, 
with everyone committed to improving the university 
education?”  

• Student Ambassadors for Learning and Teaching: Matthew 
Holman, Lucy Tallentire, Rebecca Foster, Christopher 
Thompson, Hannah Donkin, Jade Phillamore, Eden 
Summers  

• Winners of HEA Student and Staff partnership Award 
2013 
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• "We have spent enough time condemning consumerism in 
education, and now we need to articulate the alternative. 
Student engagement is a great concept but it needs to be 
deployed to radical ends. Students as partners is not just a 
nice-to-have, I believe it has the potential to help bring 

about social and educational transformation, 

as long as we know what we are trying to do and we 
maintain a critical attitude about the ways the concept is 
adopted and used. … 

• An activity really should make the reality of education 
closer to our vision before we single it out as “best practice.”  

• (Rachel Wenstone VP HE NUS, 2012)  
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Neary on Student as Producer:  

- is not simply about teaching and learning, but asks 
fundamental questions…. promoting ‘the idea of the 
university’, as a radical political project. 

-  is derived from a critique of ‘academic capitalism’  and  is 
an act of resistance to the concept of student as consumer.  

- is aware that a free university is only possible in a free 

society;  otherwise it’s a reading room in a prison     
(After the Fall: Communiques from Occupied California 2009). 

- Critiques the managerialist and business logic which has 
become the  commonsensical language and hegemonic 
discourse of higher education. 
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Institutional approach 

Kift on cultural and systemic change: It is an ambitious goal that will only 
be met when all student facing activities performed by academic, 
administrative and support programs are fully coordinated, aligned with 
student needs and integrated into the curriculum as much as possible. As 
McInnis (2003, p.13) puts it “bridging the gaps between academic, 
administrative and support programs [is] a substantial challenge for many 
universities”  

Nelson & Kift, 2005 

Neary on institutional approach: This whole institutional approach needs 
to be based on a vision of teaching and learning that is shared across the 
institution (Sabri 2011).  

Neary, 2014 
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Thank you! 
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