The Ageiof Great Monuments

Avebury as myth and memento
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What were the great monuments like

originally?
What were they for?
&
Were %hey planned, if so by who?
*

Do monuments have ‘Biographies’?
'ﬂ
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Early Neolithic (c. 3700-3000BC)

Thinner oak, elm woodland on steeper clay slopes

0ak, elm woodland on greensands and gaults

Patchy hazel woodland and scrub on steeper chalk slopes
Mixed oak, elm woodland on chalk

Woodland, prone to flooding

Cleared: pasture, rank herbaceous and scrub

257 cutvated plots

- Secondary woodland

Chorhill Use of r;?a‘:'? bséfort - .
e e e/ 3660-3370BC followed iy Valley (West Overton)
ronsinicled.9640-8370 by short period of = Flooding and alluviation
grassland, becoming more - \ o
open before construction N~ 3
3490-3020BC 3 ¥
} ﬁclearance and
Local clearance, £ 3 up-slope?
with areas of scrub
Woodland and L= . P ‘ 2
d e &
Beckhampton Road &
Woodland (?then?) short-
grazed grassland before o
3;3.;0 -2910BC. =
West Kennel

Nearby woodland/scrub of haze);
then lime, some pine and oak

<

=

Hemp Knoll
Cultivation and then
grassland associated
with EN settlement

s
7]

\
Z 4
Roughridge Hill |
Dry, open environment with /.
I clearance during Neolithie-= . *
occupation of site

i
7

5

‘.

7

Windmill Hill A 55
Clearance and culnvatlon within /-~
woodland before construcboﬂ
3650-3350BC within | 7

predominantly wooddd v
environment "~/ /

Easton Down

Clearance of woodland culffiinates
\ /7 in grassland with nearby. Muland
before construction ¢. 3560BC

& 4
Mosaic of grassland, ¥
=5 asteground, bracken %
T3 and scrub with some cereals

" e

N
X 5
’

/ __Millbarrow

Disturbance, possibly cultivation =
3910-3380BC before construction
in open environment

&

@

“Windmill Hill (south slopes)
J ?Nearby plots or gardens?

Valley (Avebury)
ry grassland, associated with Early
Neolithic pottery, replaced by woodland

Construction in dry,
open grassland
around 3800-3300BC

[ Boundary end monuments and burials
[ R_Date OxA-1348 [A:106]
| After cremation in Kennet Valley at West Overton
[ R_Date BM-2681 [A:106]
FR_Date BM-2683 [A:101]
R_Date BM-2684 [A:100]
R_Date BM-2680 [A:100]
| Phase West Overton G189 cremations
[ R_Date BM-2679 [A:100]
| Phase West Overton G189 centre of second mound
[ R_Date SUERC-26203 [A:100]
Phase West Overton G1
[~ R_Date BM-2678 [A:85
R_Date BM-2677 [A:100)]
| Sequence West Overton G 19 central pit
R_Combine Windmill Hit B198 [A:100]
[ R_Date OxA-V-2228-46 [A:100]
Phase West Overton Bural 18
I~ R_Date OxA-V-2228-40 [A:100]
Phase Roundway GB
[ Prior HAR_10084 [A:100]
| After burial in Avebury ditch
Frior build_paiisade_enciosures [A:95]
[ R_Date SUERC-24082 [A:96]
| After Marlborough mound
r FR_Date HAR-29987 [P:100]
R_Date NPL-1397 [P:100]
Phase charcoal
F_Date OxA-V-2271-34 [A:99]
Phase primary burial
| Phase Hemp Knoll
Prior end_Sitbury Hill [A-99]
Prior Silbury_start [A96]
Prior dig Avebury_ditch [A:108]
Frior Longstones_Beta_ 140988 [A:113]
[ R_Date GrA-25550 [A:100]
| Before Windmill Hill OD V recut
[ R_Date BM-2675 [A:100]
R_Date BM-26767 [P:100]
Phase Weast Overton G198 first monument
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Prior Beckhampton_Road _antier [A:100]
Prior builld_Millbarrow [A:100]

Prior build_South_Street JA:100]

Prior build_Easion_Down [A:100]

Prior build_Knap_Hill [A:100]

il

TATTUTT
Phase Cherhill ditch 1 context 26

Prior dig WH_middle [A:97]

0F 5

FH A

Phase Horslip a'nJer
| Phase monuments and burals
Boundary start monurments and burials

del:98)

| Sequence Avebury area Neolithic and Bronze Age monu

burials [A

Avebury area monuments and burials

Posteror density estimate cal BC
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Fig. 50

Schematic reconstruction of the early neolithic landscape of the Avebury region
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' Fig. Bl

Schematic reconstruction of the middle neolithic landscape of the Avebury region

LATE NEOLITHIC

Fig. 52
Schematic reconstruction of the late ncolithic landscape of the Avebury region




Later Neolithic (c. 3000-2600BC)

Low woodland and carr

7 Dense oak, elm woodland on clay with flints

Thinner oak, elm woodland on steeper clay slopes

Qak, elm woodland on greensands and gaults

Patchy hazel woodland and scrub on steeper chalk slopes
Mixed oak, elm woodland on chalk

Woodland, prone to flooding

Cleared: pasture, rank herbaceous and scrub

% Cultivated plots

- Secondary woodland

Woodland or scrub
never far away

5 ‘Burderop Down
e ‘'Long history',’of opeo=eéuntry
% and cultiv = perhaps as

. early s Laie or Final Neolithic?

Cherhill -~/
Renewed clearanz:e
associated with \
Peterborough ware .

Valley, West Overton
2perhaps begins earlier?. o i‘ ‘ea ry&onl in lhwge of the
B _Valley deposited 2 goac
junneg: ening of the woedland
v “on the: M\bul woodland
ongstones Enclosure contlnuesiiea Tiver
Constructed in ¥

open environment
2850-2500BC

» Silbury Hill

Well established pasture
by construction

? ¢. 2500BC ?

Open ground and secondary.
wooﬂand in the region

[ Boundary end monuments and burials
[T R_Date OxA-1348 [A:106]
| After cremation in Kennet Valley at West Overton
[ R_Date BM-2681 [A:106]

R_Date BM-2683 [A:101]

R_Date BM-2684 [A:100]

R_Date BM-2680 [A:100]
| Phase West Overton G189 cremations
[ R_Date BM-2679 [A:100]
| Phase West Overton G189 centre of second mound
[ R_Date SUERC-26203 [A:100]
Phase West Overton G1
[~ R_Date BM-2678 [A:85
R_Date BM-2677 [A:100]
| Sequence West Overton G 19 central pit
R_Combine Windmill Hit B198 [A:100]
[ R_Date OxA-V-2228-46 [A:100]
Phase West Overton Bural 18
I~ R_Date OxA-V-2228-40 [A:100]
Phase Roundway GB
I Prior HAR_10084 [A:100]
| After burial in Avebury ditch
Frior build_paiisade_enciosures [A:95]
[ R_Date SUERC-24082 [A:96]
| After Marlborough mound
r R_Date HAR-29987 [P-100]

R_Date NPL-1397 [P:100]
Phase charcoal

F_Date OxA-V-2271-34 [A:99]
Phase primary burial
| Phase Hemp Knoll
Prior end_Sitbury Hill [A:98]
Prior Silbury_start [A96]

Southa
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Prior oig_Avebury_oiich [A:108]
Prior Longstones_Beta_140988 [A:113]

“”WM

A DA G 2SS TATTONT
| Before Windmill Hill OD V recut
[ R_Date BM-2675 [A:100]

R_Date BM-26767 [P:100]

| Phase West Overton G198 first monument
Prior Beckhampton_Road _antier [A:100]
Prior build_Millbarrow [A:100]
Prior build_South_Street JA:100]
Prior build_Easion_Down [A:100]
Prior build_Knap_Hill [A:100]

|: R_Date BM-493 [A:101]
=1

hase Cherhill ditch 1 context 26
Prior dig WH_middle [A:97]
Prior start_West_Kennett_primary [A:91]
Prior dig WH_outer [A:100]
Prior dig WH_inner [A:100]

FR_Date BM-1807 [P:8]
|:Phase Horslip antler

Phase monuments and burials

"~ Boundary start monuments and burials =~

"

| Sequence Avebury area Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments and burials [Arbdel:89)

W | ”

& L3N f‘;‘gg\
Avebury area monuments and burials

Lo

Posteror densh

v estimate cal BC
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= Built on a low rise forming a natural platform
= Ditch around 21m wide, up to 12m deep

= External bank enclosing the ditch

= Four entrance causeways




Excavations
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Stone settings Southampton

= Quter circle of some 98 stones

= Northern circle encloses the Cove and some other
stones that don’t really fit

= Southern circle of around 29 stones, enclosing the
Obelisk and ‘z-feature’

= The stones are generally bigger
towards the entrances

= Some have argued that the stones are
paired into ‘pillars’ and ‘lozenges’
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Dating the henge Southampton

Boundary end henge and stone settings i
C_Date X1559 [A:89] E———— ! S
| Phase cove
BB R _Date OxA-10109 [A:97] -
After ?resetting of stone 41
R_Date HAR-10327 [A:100] |-
After stonehole 44
R_Date HAR-10062 [A:100] am. |
| After stonehole 41
Phase main circle
R_Date HAR-10326 [A:99] - Ve -
Phase ‘above bank’, ?revetment
R_Date HAR-10064 [A:101]
| After burial in upper ditch fill
R_Date HAR-10502? [P:16]
R_Date OxA-12557 [A:103] 4
R_Combine Gray 136 [A:101] 4
Last dig Avebury ditch
Phase ditch bottom and low chalk rubble
R_Date HAR-10500 [A:104] N
R_Date HAR-10063 [A:100] il
R_Date HAR-10325 [A:100] Y
|_ After old land surface
Sequence OLS and ditch
Phase henge
Phase construction and early use
Phase Avebury
Boundary start henge and stone settings
Sequence Avebury [Amodel:98]
_ IIII|IIIIIIIII|IIIIIIIII|IIIII I|IIIIIIIII|IIIIIIIII|I
standing stone ) @QQ < @QQ @QQ © @Q\
- concrete pillar 0 100 200 m h .S'.?O\

° Avebury Henge and stone settings Posterior density estimate cal BC/AD

gy

*  depression ./ surviving prehistoric bank Figure 6 Chronological model for the Avebury henge and stone settings



Complications
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= Main phase of ditch and bank dated by C14
to around 2600BC, although ...

First phase bank/enclosure could be as early
as 2000/3000BC

Which would be about the same date as the
first enclosure at Stonehenge

Stone settings and avenues are not well dated:
three determinations span 2900-2200BC

= Keiller found Grooved Ware (?) in the hole for
stone 41

= Several stones are associated with Beaker
burials, but these are probably later insertions
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More complications

= Some stones don’t fit into the scheme of outer and two
Inner circles

= The complexity of the settings may represent changes of
plan — ‘work in progress’

= QOther timber settings and/or earthworks are also known,
but have not been excavated

Outer Circle:SW




Avenues

= WWest Kennet Avenue appears to connect to
the Sanctuary to the South east

= Timber replaced by stone — perhaps pre-
dating the main phase at Avebury

©

Silbury Hill

PaIisz&dg\0

Enclosure

The Sanctuary

o @ LN
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The right way in? Southampton

= Keiller never resolved how the
West Kennet Avenue joined
the monument

= Most of the stones had been
removed, or moved

= [tseems to have a ‘dog leg’
just before joining the
southern entrance

= But other interpretations are
possible, and a big post hole
(1) between bank and ditch are
unexplained

Alternative interpretations of the approach to the southern entrance to Avebury, Wiltshire and ways of
representing the uncertainty using transparent and ‘switchable’ elements

(Earl & Wheatley 1996)
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The Beckhampton avenue and Cove and Longstones Enclosure Southampton

= Excavations 1999-2004 on course of Beckhampton
Avenue

= Shows a sequence of activity, beginning (perhaps)
with a small ‘causewayed enclosure’ around mid

third millenium
= Then construction of a ‘Cove’ type setting

Longstones
Field

Trusloe
Cottages

27" South Street
Long Barrow
| E—— |

o 100 200///}_,—‘ 00 400 m

T30




Beckhampton enclosure

= Small interrupted ditch enclosure, with an internal bank

= Causeways and at least one large ‘entrance’

= (learly visible to and from Windmill Hill to the north

= Deposits in the base followed by short period of natural silting

= Very sterile fills and absence of features inside suggest no
activities — even avoidance

= Deliberately levelled

[~ Boundary end Longstones enclosure
_[ R_Date Beta-140986 [A:99] .
After 300
| Phase backfill
r { R_Date OxA-10947 [A:100] —

R_Date OxA-10948 [A:99] — & s,
R_Date OxA-10949 [A:100] A e o
After 709
R_Date OxA-10945 [A:100] A Sb.
After 710
R_Date OxA-10946 [A:100] __ _AMSa. 000
After 739
| Sequence trench 23
r R_Date Beta-140987 [A:100] e -,
After 505
R_Date Beta-140989? [P:65] U
[ R_Date Beta-140988 [A:103] - N
Phase 506
Sequence trench 14
~ Phase Initial fills
7Baunn’ajy start Longstones enclosure —
| Sequence Longstones enclosure [Amodel:100]

S N £ O N
S o ANy £ S
P o P i N
Longstones enclosure Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 7 Chronological model for the Longstones enclosure



The right way up? Southampton

May 26t 1724 | 1814
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Collecting the landscape? Southampton
v

CausewayedEnclosure

River Kennet

The Sanctuary

-
We'st Kennet
Lgng Barrow




Final Neolithic (c. 2600-2200BC)

Thinner oak, elm woodland on steeper clay slopes % ¥
3 iy
Qak, elm woodland on greensands and gaults RS £ ," W !
# )
Patchy hazel woodland and scrub on steeper chalk slopes ATRD K ,”
-~ ThEs
Mixed oak, elm woodland on chalk MBSO 2 S8 b
SR
Woodland, prone to flooding Renewed clearance; and R
establishment of open af
Cleared: pasture, rank herbaceous and scrub country environment oy
\
L \
_Windmill Hill -

Z257 cutvated plots

B2 Socondary woodland ‘Gradual opening of i .

wgodland, leading to et
', establishment of
b(a)ssland‘- by EBA

]
®

Valley

v |
Longstones Enclosure | Z
Enclosure backfilled, —\\ A ! oy
Beckhampton Avenue §
and cove constructed
South Street
Cleared of
secondary
woodland, some z
arable cultivation @ 5
= N o
s
P ’ Z
Avebury G55
’4 O Long use prior to

Hemp Knoll
'Head and Hooves' burial took
place in grassland with a

v history of cultivaﬁop, %

¥/ cultivation in EBA

’

¥

Easton Down (o)
learance of secondary
woodland c. 2470-2280BC

A

Onset of alluviation
€. 2470-2030BC:
seasonal flooding

Palisaded Enclos
learance of oak
although source

UNIVERSITY OF

Southampton

[ Boundary end monuments and burials

[T R_Date OxA-1348 [A:106]

| After cremation in Kennet Valley at West Overton
[ R_Date BM-2681 [A:106]

R_Date BM-2683 [A:101]

F_Date BM-2684 [A:100]

R_Date BM-2680 [A:100]

| Phase West Overon G198 cremations

[ R_Date BM-2679 [A:100]

| Phase West Overton G189 centre of second mound
[ R_Date SUERC-26203 [A:100]
Phase West Overon G1

[ R_Date BM-2678 [A:85

R_Date BM-2677 [A:100]

| Sequence West Overton G 19 central pit
R_Combine Windmill Hil B198 [A:100]
[ R_Date OxA-V-2228-46 [A:100]
Phase West Overton Burial 18

I~ R_Date OxA-V-2228-40 [A:100]
Phase Roundway GB

[ Prior HAR_10084 [A:100]

| After bural in Avebury ditch

Prior build_palisade_enciosures [A:99]
[ R_Date SUERC-24082 [A:96

| After Marlborough mound

oy

FR_Date NPL-1397 [P:100]
Phase charcoal
B _Date OxA-V-2271-34 [A:99]
Phase pAmary burial

r |: R_Date HAR-29987 [P-100]

| Phase Hemp Knoll
Prior end_Sibury_Hill [A:99]

.i

Prior dig_Avebury_ditch [A:108]
Prior Longstones_Beta_ 140088 [A:113]

T _Date GrA-25550 [A-100]
Before Windmill Hill 0D V recut
[~ R_Date BM-2675 [A:100]

R_Date BM-26767 [P:100]
| Phase West Overton G19 first monument
Prior Beckhampton_Road_artier [A:100]
Prior build_Milibarow [A:1000
Frior build_South_Street JA:100]
Prior build_Easion_Dowr [A:700]
Prior build_Knap_Hill [A:100]
|: R_Date BM-493 [A:101]

Phase Cherhill ditch 1 context 26

Prior dig WH_middle [A:97]

Prior start_West_Kennett_primary [A:91]

Prior dig WH_outer [A:100]

Prior dig WH_inner [A:100]

FR_Date BM-1807 [P:8]
|:Phase Horslip antler

Phase monuments and burials

"~ Boundary start monuments and burlals = ———"~

"My

| Sequence Avebury area Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments and burials [Amodel:99]

&
Avebury area monuments and burials

B
Posteror density estimate cal BC




Early Bronze Age (c.

ow woodland and carr
* Dense oak, elm woodland on clay with flints
inner oak, elm woodland on steeper clay slopes
0ak, elm woodland on greensands and gaults
Patchy hazel woodland and scrub on steeper chalk slopes
Mixed oak, elm woodland on chalk
Woodland, prone to flooding
Cleared: pasture, rank herbaceous and scrub
% Cultivated plots

- Secondary woodland

Beckhampton Road
Construction of Round
Barrow followed by local
regeneration of scrub

or woodland

\

Roughrldge.Hllr\

dry, open environment but soon
34 more shaded (at least in ditch)

Construction of round barrows-in-~7

2200-1600BC)

s
\ & »

Burderop

i
245

Shaded refugia nearby

44 Developmeotof«dry. grazed grassland
5 prior to construction of disc barrow

Down

@

el ] / Dean Bottom
s.__ 1 Broadeaved woodland before
" % 2100-2500BC then sonmié

T ~ grasslandin t:%"afea

- o ]

i Horslip ‘Beckhampton Bamv/g

\ Scrub or dank __Constructed in short-gr:

W ey us, not [ grasskand, ditch rapidly colonised
7\
“lustin the ditch by long grass or scrub
& :
Cherhill 7
Ploughing, then ditch A%
excavated in open het
ountry environment Constructed in shor
(Beaker) then woodland
and scrub regrowth
(Food Vessel)
South Street
Site had returned
to rank, ungrazed
grassland 7
8 :
\) &
//
I Avebury G55
Clearance and cultivation
’ 3 ;(Beaker ploughsoil)
Hemp Knoll

Buried soil within ditch mdlcatip;.. S
rank herbaceous vegetation

% ¢ overﬁp’whole barrow
15
N IS (5] Knapp Hill
SEL 3 Upper silting of ditch shows
S~ 3}. y some opening of vegetation
\ b perhaps 2000-1800BC

5
rf:gmgsd ‘'gragsland,

ditch rap:dly colonised by long g[ﬁss poss
. scrub, cleared by upper secondafv,&{ X

P

W

[~ Bowndary end monuments and burial's
[ R_Date OxA-1348 [A-106]
| After cremation in Kennet Valley at West Overton
R_Date BM-2681 [A:106]
R_Date BM-2683 [A:101]
R_Date BM-2684 [A:100]
F_Date BM-2680 [A:100]

UNIVERSITY OF
Southampton

| Phase West Overon G198 cremations
[ R_Date BM-2679 [A:100]

| Phase West Overton G149 centre of second mound
[ R_Date SUERC-26203 [A:100]
Phase West Overton G1

[~ R_Date BM-2678 [A:85

R_Date BM-2677 [A:100]

| Sequence West Overton G 19 central pit
R_Combine Windmill Hil' 8198 [A:100]
[ R_Date OxA-V-2228-46 [A:100]
Phase West Overon Bural 18

[ R_Date OxA-V-2228-40 [A:100]
Phase Roundway GB

[ Prior HAR_10084 [A:100]

| After bural in Avebury ditch

Prior build_palisade_enciosures [A:99]
[ R_Date SUERC-34082 [A:56]

| After Marlborough mound

R_Date HAR-29987 [P-100]

T ?r

R_Date NPL-1397 [P:100]

|:Ph$ecrnrooal
R_Date OxA-\V-2271-34 [A:99]
Phase prmary burial
Phase Hemp Knoll
“Prior end_Sibury_Hill [A:99]
Prior Silbury_start [A96]
Prior dig Avebury_ditch [A:108]
Prior Longstones_Beta_140988 [A:113]
[ R_Date GrA-25550 [A:100]
Before Windmill Hill 0D V recut
[~ R_Date BM-2675 [A:100]
R_Date BM-26767 [P:100]
| Phase West Overton G19 first monument
Prior Beckhampton_Road_artier [A:100]
Prior build_Millbarrow [A:1000
Prior build_South_Street JA:100]
Prior build_Easion_Dowr [A:700]
Frior build_Knap_Hill [A:100]
|: R_Date BM-493 [A:101]
Phase Cherhill ditch 1 context 26
FPrior dig WH_middle [A:97]
Prior start_West_Kennefl_primary [A:91]
Prior dig WH_outer [A:100]
Prior dig WH_inner [A:100]
R_Date BM-1807 [P:8]
|:Phase Horslip antler
Phase monuments and burials
" Boundary start monuments and burials =< ———
| Sequence Avebury area Neclithic and Bronze Age monuments and burials [Amodel:99]

b MH I

“Hh Lol |

T

i i
Avebury area monuments and burials

Posteror density estimate cal BC



Middle Bronze Age (

3

f");z’ Dense oak, elm woodland on clay with flints

Thinner oak, elm woodland on steeper clay slopes

Qak, elm woodland on greensands and gaults

Patchy hazel woodland and scrub on steeper chalk slopes
Mixed oak, elm woodland on chalk

Woodland, prone to flooding

Cleared: pasture, rank herbaceous and scrub

257 cutvated plots

+ Secondary woodland

RATRE R
" Hemp Knoll
Cleared and ploughed,
ploughsoil in ditch
above BA pottery

=
_.~Roughridge Hill,
Cleared and ploughed and _
ploughwash formed in the.ditch == - :
containing open coun una SHe

7

A '
e

& 5
<
b
s Flooding and alluviation
\ onto open ground
¢
-
[

c. 1600-1200BC)

) \ s
5 ’

: /_Dean Bottom
B _Main construction of
s .~ settlement. Infill of hut
platform indicates dry,
4 3 grazed grassland

Avebury G55
Secondary cremations =
deposited in grasslandybut
local growth of scr};,b‘lﬁ‘
ditch (poss. not cor rary)

UNIVERSITY OF
Southampton

[~ Boundary end monuments and burials
R_Date OxA-1348 [A106]

—

L After cremation in Kennet Valley at West Overton
R_Date BM-2681 [A:106]

R_Date BM-2683 [A:101]

R_Date BM-2684 [A:100]

')

R_Date BM-2680 [A100]

| Phase West Overton G189 cremations

[ R_Date BM-2679 [A:100]

| Phase West Overton G198 centre of second mound
[ R_Date SUERC-26203 [A:100]
Phase Weast Overton G1

[~ R_Date BM-2678 [A:85

R_Date BM-2677 [A:100]

| Sequence West Overton G 19 central pit
R_Combine Windmill Hill B198 [A:100]
[ R_Date OxA-V-2228-46 [A:100]
Phase West Overton Bural 1B

[~ R_Date OxA-V-2228-40 [A:100]
Phase Roundway GB

I Prior HAR_10084 [A:100]

| After burial in Avebury ditch

Prior build_palisade_enclosures [A:99]
[ R_Date SUERC-34062 [A:96]

| Aftar Marlborough mound

R_Data NPL-1397 [P:100]

|: R_Date HAR-29987 [P-100]

Phase charcoal
R_Dats OxA-V-2271-34 [A:99]
Phase prmary burial
Phase Hemp Knoll
Prior end_Sibury_Hill [A:99]
Prior Silbury_start [A:96]
Prior dig_Avebury_ditch [A:108]
Prior Longstones_Beta_ 140988 [A:113]
[ R_Date GrA-25550 [A:100]
| Before Windmill Hill OD V recut
[ R_Date BM-2675 [A:100]
R_Date BM-26767 [P:100]
| Phase West Overton G198 first monument
Prior Beckhampton_Road_antier [A:100]
Prior build_Miltbarrow [A:100]
Prior build_South_Streat jA:100]
Prior build_Easton_Down [A100]
Prior build_Knap_Hill [A:100]
|: R_Date BM-493 [A:101]
Phase Cherhill ditch 1 context 26
Prior dig WH_middle [A:97]
Prior start_West_Kennet_primary [A:91]
Prior dig WH_outer [A:100]
Prior dig WH_inner [A:100]
|: R_Date BM-1807 [P:8]
=

hase Horslip antler
Phase monuments and burals
- Boundary start monumernts and burials
| Sequence Avebury area Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments and burials [Amodel:98]
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Later Bronze Age (c. 1200BC onwards) Southampton

ow woodland and carr

x

\ 3 ,Burderop Down
i Long grass’and scrub near to

X /the barrow - ? neglect of snte” '4
x “ %
&

[ Bowndary end menuments and burials
[ R_Date OxA-1348 [A:106]
| After cremation in Kennet Valley at West Overton
[ R_Date BM-2681 [A:106]
R_Date BM-2683 [A-101]
F_Date BM-2684 [A:100]
R_Date BM-2680 [A:100]
| Phase West Overton G189 cremations
. [ R_Date BM-2679 [A:100]
< X | Phasse Wast Overton G19 centre of sacond mound
. [ R_Date SUERC-26203 [A:100]
: Phase West Overton G1

\
f/ ™ R_Date BM-2678 [A:85
)

2

£ Dense oak, elm woodland on clay with flints

inner oak, elm woodland on steeper clay slopes

i / ./~ Dean Bottom /// P
Y qu /of infill of hut platform '-

4d f /" has grassland fauna,
3 /'  becoming longer with
SR time - ? neglect of site ? |

0Oak, elm woodland on greensands and gaults

T

Patchy hazel woodland and scrub on steeper chalk slopes

Mixed oak, elm woodland on chalk
' Woodland, prone to flooding
Cleared: pasture, rank herbaceous and scrub

% Cultivated plots

R_Date BM-2677 [A:100]
Secondary woodland

| Sequence West Overton G189 central pit
= R_Combine Windmill Hif 8198 [A:100]
X [ R_Date OxA-V-2228-46 [A:100]
.‘p _PhaseWestOvemn Burial 1B
Z . R_Date OxA-V-2226-40 [A:100]
Fyfield Down Lynchet | Phase Roundway G&
Open, arable environment Prior HAR_10064 [A:100]
by (probably) early Iron Age | After burial in Avebury ditch
2 Prior build_palisade_enclesures [A:99]
[~ R_Date SUERC-34082 [A:96]
| After Marlborough mound
R_Date HAR-29987 [P:100]
& 2 F_Date NPL-1397 [P:100]
T Phase charcoal
R_Date OxA-V-2271-34 [A:99]
Phase primary burial
| Phase Hemp Knoll
Priorend_Sibury_Hill [A:99]
Prior Silbury_start [A96]
Prior dig_Avebury_ditch [A:108]
Prior Longstones_Beta_140988 [A:113]
[ R_Date GrA-25550 [A:100] s
Befiore Windmill Hill 0D W recut
[ R_Date BM-2675 [A:100] ——
R_Date BM-26787 [P-100] B
e —

b,
WHHML;MH

N
O Hemp Knoll |
Linear ditches constructed
in an'open environment, and
upper ditch fills of barrow
alsorihdicate open country

| Phase West Overton G19 first monument
Prior Backhampton_Road_antier [A:100]
Prior build_Milbarow [A:100] —
Prior build_South_Street JA:100] —
Frior build_Easton_Down [A:100] —_——
Prior build_Knap_Hill [A:100] —m
R_Date BM-493 [A:101]
Phase Cherhill ditch 1 context 26
Prior dig WH_middle [A:97]
Prior start_West_Kenne#t_primary [A-81]
Prior dig WH_outer [A:100]
Prior dig WH_inner [A:100]
R_Date BM-1807 [P:8]
Phase Horslip antler
Phase monuments and burials
Boundary start monuments and burials =~ ———"=
| Sequence Avebury area Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments and burials [Amodel:88]
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Iron age and Roman Avebury

= The Roman Road at Silbury stimulated a large
roadside settlement or ‘cult’ centre

= Avebury is 1.5km north, so likely an easy visit

= Stukeley reports finds of Roman coins at Avebury

= Gray recovered Roman material, including a brooch
= Kelller reports low densities of R-B pottery

= Roman spearhead from Longstones Cove

= BUT remarkably little LBA and Iron age material ...

SILBURY HILL, WILTSHIRE
Location of magnetic surveys, February 2005 - February 2008




Saxon village

= By the Domesday Book, there iIs a record of Avebury
church:
Rainbald the priest holds the church of AVREBERIE to which
belongs 2 hides. It is worth 40s

= The Village may have developed much earlier, perhaps
out of the Roman Silbury settlement from around 500AD
on

= 650-1000AD saw the emergence Wessex, Christianity
and the emergence of some regional towns, and the
village builds a church next to the henge bank

= By the late Anglo Saxon period, the village (Avreberie)
and adjacent henge (waledich) are recognised

= Settlement inside the henge is not documented, but a
Herepath does run through the henge




NOW: In a landscape dominated by the bulldings of a modern city, cast your mind back ... This artistic recreation represents a possible scene in Bronze Age north
Oxford nearly 4000 years ago and is based on some of the archaeological
evidence found over the last few years. Here we show a funeral in
progress (bottom, left): a family lays to rest the cremated remains
From the vast depths of time, the memories of what they were and meant to our ancestors of one of its own, while the smoke from another pyre curls into the air
behind them (centre right). Beyond them (top, right), a ritual is being
performed inside a large henge monument, incantations and offerings

THEN: Here, was a great space, revered since time Immemorial
Set across a finger of land, between two glittering rivers: huge man-made circles

Later prehistoric aversion?

Call quletly to the present.

are being made to ancient and now long forgotten gods ...

ORE OXFORD. B ,QREI—IJISTORY...:“‘

The remains of four vast circular ditches 5 }c.—' Bl it
= ¥ e

= |s there a pattern of later
prehistoric avoidance,
before Saxon re-use?

of roughly 40m and 20m diameter
respectively. The shape and location of

- - these monuments are thought to have great
. R a C I e I n I r I I I a r ritual significance to prehistoric people and
)] are|frequently associated with burials.
L To the east of the site, further circular features have
- been observed in the University Parks using air

photography. These appear to align directly with our 3 gy
Infirmary ring ditches which, together with other
monuments, including a large henge found under
part of St John's College (top right), expand this.
part of north Oxford into a spectacular ritual
landscape. A place of worship, wonder,
reverence and ancient mysteries; just below
your feet in the depths of the past ...

Found within the largest of the Infirmary
ring ditches (58m across) was an even
more ancient monument: part of a

Neolithic square enclosure ditch,

Only two burials, both

still visible in

even observed y cremations, were found and
After the Bronze Age, there is little evidence for any activity on the site for a long & and this rdicarbon dated o 2030-70 BCE:

gof one others from the site were pr?bably dest.ro?'ed
period of time beyond a background Iron Age and Roman presence in the form of a nave N it 5 i
few scattered sherds of abraded pottery mixed into a soil layer. o oy o 1 B T8 50 A

It is not until after the withdrawal of Roman control over Britain (c AD 410) in the
Anglo-Saxon period that we have solid proof of people directly using and living on B : St
the site.

During the building of the original infirmary (1760-70), two Anglo-Saxon burials (one
containing a possible shield boss) were uncovered by workmen. No more burials were
found in the recent excavations, but other evidence of Anglo-Saxon life was found.



Saxon appropriation?

= Saxon communities seem to have
made very active use of earlier
sites and monuments for e.g.
burials

=  “Ritual appropriation”?

‘]\:hY{it’\ﬂ [
His tory ._md'
Archaeology

Early Anglo-Saxon period burial sites
re-using Meclithic long barrows and
chambered tombs

- c— Long Barrows

FIG. §

Distribution of prehistoric long barrows rewsed by early Anglo-Saxon burial sites
Filled symbals = certain cases; open symbols < probable and posible cases

PERCEPTIONS OF _ ,
THE PREHI STORIC Bli:;'u::’ Bgr:i A Hillforts Henges, etc. me;ks .ng’:";fu TOTAL
IN ANGLO-SAXON s 44 = > = , . =
ENGLAND Upper Thames 27 4 10 2 1 1 55
Religion, Ritual, and Rulership South East 32 0 2 0 1 7 42
in the Landscape East Anglia 31 o 0 2 o 15 48
Midlands 17 2 3 3 o 14 329
Peak District 19 2 0 i o 1 23
Sarah Semple Yorkshire & 32 2 0 5 4 9 52
Northumbria

TOTAL 202 27 22 15 7 61 334

UNIVERSITY OF

Southampton

Early Anglo-Saxon period burial sites
re-using prehistoric round barrows
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FIG. |

Distribution of prehistoric round barrows reused by carly Anglo-Saxon barial sites
Filled symbols = certain cases; open symbols = probable and possible cases

Ancient Landscapes and the Dead:
The Reuse of Prehistoric and
Roman Monuments as
Early Anglo-Saxon Burial Sites

By HOWARD WILLIAMS

IG5
 Disuribution of hilliores reused by early Anglo-Saxon burial sites
Fille symbols = certain cases; open symbols = probable and possible cases
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« 9 Soutﬁg\ﬁlTYt%n
The 14th Century BaI'beI‘ Surgeon P

= Excavated 1938
* Found beneath stone 9 in the SW quadrant
= Accompanied by scissors, a “probe” and early 14" C coins

= Skeleton had been thought destroyed in WWII but was
rediscovered in 1998

= Likely already dead when buried

a. Coins found with the barber-surgeon: left and centre, pennies of Edward 1;
right, sterling of city of Toul. Actual size

?
|
|
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Christianity and prehistory ...

Knowlton — Cranborne
Chase

Saxon burials close to the
Great Barrow

12t Century church

< The complex has five monuments including
at least three henges

Carved stone from the southern circle =




Stone burials Southampton
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stone burn

Late medieval -
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An Abury ‘atto de fe’ May 20 1724
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John Aubrey (1649) Southampton
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William Stukeley (1712-1719)

ABURY

CHAP. IV.

The figure of the temple of Abury is a circle and smake.
Hakpen, another oriental word still preserved here, meaning
the serpent’s head. The chorography of Abury. A de-
scription of the great circle of stones 1400 foot in diame-
ter. Of the ditch inclosing it.  The vallum form'd on the
outside, like an amphitheater to the place. This represents
the circle in the hieroglyphic figure. Of the measures, all -y F18
referring to the ancient eastern cubit which the Druids us'd.

v
b M
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Plate 7. “The antient Symbols of the deity’, etching and engraving, after a drawing by
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William Stukeley, published in Abrry (1743) compare with plate 5.
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Stukeley’s legacy — an ‘authentic’ Abury Southampton
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= The serpent and proto-Christianity — both central to Stukeley’s observations
and interpretations — have little real resonance today

= His real legacy, is the myth of a once glorious monument whose decline and
destruction he ‘documented’ and whose original plan he ‘recovered’

=  Which requires Avebury once to have been in a state of ‘completion’ ...




‘Abury’, blueprint of the temple Southampton

x;- — ...:.:-\ o

£ =




When visiting Avebury today the size of some of the stones is the feature that leaves a I:
me.as it probably does with most visitors,but when the circle was first constructed the my
must have been the ditch and bank which had been dug from the solid chalk of the !
Excavations have revealed that, due to erosion and silting, the ditch today is now only on
depth and the bank much reduced in height. Not having access to a time-machine the on!
spectacle Avebury must once have presented is through the minds-eye. Based on the evi
this is my own impression of how the south-west quadrant of the henge might appear to a

SFARCH FATIRF WFRSITE

‘We are indebted to the arch who seek the pieces of the Avebury puzzle for it 1
efforts that any of us can attempt to see a truthful picture at all.

Below is a spectacular re-creation of how the henge may have appeared when viewed f
been made by Nicholas Mann who has kindly allowed it to be reproduced here. The imag
"Avebury Cosmos". (sca;ll to view).
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The Logic of Empirical
Proof

A Note on the Course of the
Beckhampton Avenne

Licnel Sims

Licrel Sive is head of anthropology at the University of Bast
London,Vice President of the Society of Cultural Astronarmy
in Eurepe (SEAC), and a member of the Stonehenge

Fexund Tablke hosted by English Heritage. HE reseanch inte
amient monuments was the subject of the "Stonehenge
Fedizcovered” cormmissioned by Maticnal Geographic,

LCvS rsiziue Lac ulc

Abstract

After | 50 vears of arhasclegical depticiam toward Stueleys
ninsteenth-century clain fora Beccharmptan swenue in

the Axebury monuments, Gillings et al. (2008) have firalh
confinmed that it did in fact exist Howevercontm Stuleley
they only allow its existence up to the site of the "Longstones
Cone"and dispute its continuation furtherto the south-

wist 1o Fox Covert, as chimed by Stulekey. This articke
atternpts to demonstrate that by decurnertary method, fied
survey geophysics, site excavation,and the rmethod of critical
experinent, this interpretation faik the no mral standards

of the kegic of ermpirical proct. This failure to sustain their
case leaves Stulekeys claim for the Beclcharmpton avenue
continuing to Fox Covert standing and epen to further
investigation.

Keywords: Sty loeley; Beclchamptemn avenue; Avebury;
proef, archaecastiane my
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Richard Colt Hoare (1812) Southampton

INTRODUCTION.

WE SPEAK FROM FACTS, NOT THEORY.

SUGH is the motto I adopt, and to this text I shall most strictly adhere. I shall
not seek amongst the fanciful regions of romance, an origin for our Wiltshire
Britons, nor, by endeavouring to prove by whom, and at what period our island
was first peopled, involve myself in a Celtic or Belgic controversy ; * neither
shall I place too much reliance on the very imperfect traditions handed down to
us by former antiquaries on this subject. I shall describe to you what we have
found ; what we have seen ; in short, I shall tell you a plain unvarnished tale,

and draw from it such conclusions as shall appear not only reasonable, but even

uncontradictable.

SIR IRUCHAIRD COIIC 1Bl OARIE, BARY

OF STOURNKAD WILTS

AETATIS LXU.



Richard Colt Hoare (1812) Southampton

PLATE XIN.

PLATE XIIl.
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Harold St George Gray (1908-22)




Alexander Keiller (1934-39)

UNIVERSITY OF

Southampton

Keiller re-erected many of the stones of Avebury
and the West Kennet Avenue

Begun a process of ‘cleaning’ the monument of its
contemporary dwellings and businesses

This process was continued by the National Trust
in the 1940s and 1950s
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= While the architecture has/had
meaning and significance, it does not fit
into a single interpretative scheme
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Memento e . 4 Biography implies life history, memory and
g persistence of intentions through history

Versus

biOgI'aphy __ i Until Stukeley created Abury, and Keiller
BZ. embedded Abury baek into the monument, each
generation who encountered Avebury did so asas

memenito not a memory ﬂ

The meagng of the architecture, and the intentions
of those t@acted there were not transmitted

That required them to re-interpret it within their
own undestanding of the past, and their owhi

cosmolog
i



There remains a need for active research
into the history and prehistory of Avebury

= The monument and village remain a living,
evolving entity today

= There is no intellectual justification rfor‘privilegihg o
one chapter of Avebury over all the others



