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Abstract 

This paper focuses on the port facilities and commercial infrastructures of Delos to address 
the ties between economic change and urban growth. By analyzing the development of the 
port areas in relation to public and private commercial infrastructures on the island, I examine 
these areas as microcosms of the broader developments that the island underwent in this 
period. In doing so, my aim is to address the factors that shaped the dynamic commercial 
cityscape of the port-city of Delos. 



Delos became an important commercial base connecting the eastern and western 
Mediterranean after 167 BCE, when the Romans made it a “duty free” port under Athenian 
dominion. Between 167 BCE and the sacks of 88 and 69 BCE by the troops of Mithridates 
and the pirate Athenadoros, the island became an intermediary step in Rome’s commercial 
relations with the Hellenistic east. Although the literary sources stress the importance of the 
Delian emporion, the archaeological record has not provided sufficient evidence for the ways 
in which the commercial center operated. In addition, although numerous archaeological 
excavations over the last century have probed into the city of Delos, its port infrastructures 
remain a surprisingly understudied topic, which has hindered the understanding of its 
development in the late Hellenistic period. 

To-date research has focused on the port facilities and commercial infrastructures of the 
central port area of the island, on the west part of the island. The submerged structures of the 
central port of Delos area have, however, suffered irreversible changes, as the 19th and 20th 
century excavations deposited the archaeological rubble on the sea floor and the new port 
installations were constructed over it. A new underwater fieldwork project (2014-) focuses on 
the northeast part of the island, examining the submerged area of the Stadion District—one of 
the new neighbourhoods that were created in this period—, provided evidence for 
commercial activities as well as port facilities at the eastern end of the district. The results of 
this project change the predominant assumption that this neighbourhood did not have an 
instrumental role in the operation of the Delian emporion. Taking into account the 
preliminary results of this new project, I analyse the ways in which the port facilities of the 
island of Delos were related to the private and public commercial infrastructures on the island. 
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