Music and Migration Live

The programme consists of the following key events:

Monday October 12, 2009:
Lunch-time concert  (open to the general public)
Performers: The Madagascar All Stars
The week’s events will open with a concert by The Madagascar All Stars (Monday afternoon) who will at the same time launch their new album in the UK. This newly formed group consists of six of the most celebrated solo-artists from Madagascar: Dama Mahaleo, Justin Vali, Regis Gizavo, Erik Manana, Marius Fenoamby and Ricky Olombelo. The group celebrates and represents the diversity of the different regions of Madagascar, including musical influences and instruments from the Highlands, the North and the South, as well as the continuing cross-fertilization with ‘Western’ and ‘world’ music. The emergence of this truly ‘transnational’ group already represents and thematises the entire event’s theme. 
Afternoon Workshop  (open to music and other interested students and staff) 
Performers: The Madagascar All Stars
The concert will be followed by a workshop primarily with music students of the university, comprising master classes (valiha, kebosy, percussion, accordion, guitar, harmonica, voice), discussion of the students’ reaction to the music, and feedback from the artists

Tuesday 13 and Wednesday October 14, 2009:
Morning workshops (open to the pupils in selected schools)
Small groups of musicians from our teams from North Africa and Madagascar will be assigned to selected schools in the Southampton region. The selection of artists for each individual school will be made collaboratively with the schools themselves and with Southampton Music Services, to correspond to the pupils’ interest and school curricula (e.g. artists’ geographic, social, cultural or musical background, type of instrumentation such as acoustic or electric, performance style).
Afternoon rehearsals (closed) 
Both afternoons/ evenings and the whole of Thursday will be devoted to rehearsals by the artists. The idea is not to create artificial fusion between different styles, but rather to allow each artist to introduce to the others one or two pieces, which they themselves have composed. Subsequently artists can spontaneously join the performing of these pieces, so that gradually a new sound emerges that retains roots in the original song but also undergoes transformation through improvisation. To enable cohesion in such a relatively short time, the Malagasy artist Dama Mahaleo (from Madagascar) and Bin-o-Bin (from Paris/Morocco) act as curators and mediators between the groups, since each is already known by the other artists in the respective groups, and all three have already played together in the Moroccan event. Within the North African and the Malagasy artists groups, all musicians are aware of each others’ type of music, and several have already performed together in ad hoc festival settings. This method of collaborating has been established and well tested by the proposes of this event and has led to excellent results. 
 
Thursday October 15, 2009
See attached poster
 
Friday October 16, 2009:
‘Music and Migration’ conference (open to conference participants, including artists, students, and members of NGOs. Interested members of the public are able to enrol on a per diem conference rate)


Saturday October 17, 2009: 
Music and migration conference
Round-table discussion (conference event, open to the general public)
‘Moving music’, ‘roots and routes’: the artists’ view
This round table discussion forms part of the conference on music and migration and is chaired by Simon Broughton, editor of the world-music magazine Songlines. A highly distinguished writer, media professional, filmmaker and producer, Broughton will chair a forum consisting of artists and members from the music industry, aimed at elucidating the ways in which artists perceive the possibilities and hurdles of an artistic career in and between country of origin and Europe.
