Music and Migration: North African Artists’ Networks across Europe and Africa

Rabat, Morocco, 13-14 November 2008
This two–day conference is the second in a series of three events arising from the British Arts and Humanities Research Council project “Diaspora as Social and Cultural Practice: a Study of Transnational Networks across Europe and Africa”.

This Conference, organised by the University of Aberdeen and the University of Southampton in collaboration with the Faculty of Letters of the University Mohammed V-Agdal, the Center for Cross-Cultural Learning (CCCL), SIT (School for International Training) and the research group on Migration and Culture at the University Mohammed V-Agdal in Rabat, offers a new perspective on the relations between North and South, or more particularly between North Africa (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia) and Europe, by focusing on the role of artists and their music within transnational networks. It challenges the more usual focus on artistic and cultural flows from the South to the North and on cosmopolitan European cities as centres of creativity, by redirecting our attention to the pivotal role which the South itself plays as magnet, inspiration and melting pot for cultural influences and flows. This event will therefore explore questions related to cultural diversity and dynamism in Africa and Europe. Connecting artists, cultural promoters, academics, members from civil society associations, media professionals and cultural policy makers from the Maghreb, the UK and France, this event aims to reflect the diverse arts scenes on both sides of the Mediterranean. 
The following key themes will form the core of our encounter:
1/Transnational Music Contact: Artists between nation-states and travelling cultures
What are the effects of migration and transnational networking on North African cultural life, positively as well as negatively?  
What kinds of relations exist between musicians in North Africa, Europe and other African countries? 
How do state, structural, national and transnational processes dialectically enmesh and mutually constitute one another? 
How do fluid networking processes develop within apparently static or statist dynamics? 
2/ Researching Artists' Networks 
What is the state of the art in international academic research relating to migration networks in general and artists networks in particular? 
How do North African academics and post-graduate researchers view these phenomena, and what is the impact of this research?
How can Clifford’s work on ‘roots and routes’ be applied to research on artists’ trajectories?
What linkages are made by artists between the local and global?
3/ Music and civil society: artists - NGO collaborations  
What kinds of links have grown between artists and civil society? 
Do artists engage with the social, cultural and environmental concerns of their country, and what can they achieve?
Are there examples of ‘best practice’ which could be generalised?
What is the relationship between the ‘diaspora aesthetic’ and social and civic mobilisation? 
How has music transformed imagination into a social practice (Appadurai)?

4/ The music industry- local, national and international 
What are the possibilities offered by global and local music industries, where are the pitfalls?
What are the existing legal frameworks (e.g. artists’ status, copyright laws, piracy) and what are the effects of these on musicians’ professional opportunities?
How do different actors involved with the music industry- such as artists, concert promoters, record labels, lawmakers see the way forward? 
What is the role of audiovisual arts (film, video clips, television) in this domain?
These and related questions about the encounters between North Africa and Europe will be explored in a series of round-table discussions, taking place at the Faculty of Letters, University Mohammed V-Agdal, Rabat. The event will also give rise to a unique one night concert on November 12, 2008 with artists of North African origin from within North Africa and from Europe. 
The conference is the second of three events arising from the project TNMundi sponsored by the British Arts and Humanities Research Council programme Diaspora, Migration and Identities, the first of which, “Musics of Madagascar: South < > North  Crossroads?” took place in Antananarivo on 16-17 November 2007 and the final one will be held in Southampton (UK) on 15-17 October 2009.

 

For further information  please contact Dr Nadia Kiwan, University of Aberdeen, Tel.: +44 1224 274201, n.kiwan@abdn.ac.uk; Professor Taieb Belghazi, University Mohammed V-Agdal, Faculty of Letters, belghazi_taieb@hotmail.com; Professor Said Graiouid, CCL/SIT/Groupe recherche Migration et Culture, said.graiouid@sit.edu; Professor Ulrike Meinhof, University of Southampton, Tel: +44 23 80592255, uhm@soton.ac.uk; or Dr Marie-Pierre Gibert, University of Southampton, Tel: +44 23 8059 3976, marie.gibert@soton.ac.uk.
Partners: Arts and Humanities Research Council; British Council Morocco; Centre Jacques Berque; Conseil de la Communauté Marocaine à l'Etranger; Fondation Hassan II pour les Marocains Résidants à l'Etranger; Institut Français de Rabat.

