Musics of Madagascar: South < > North  Crossroads?

Antananarivo, Madagascar – November 16-17, 2007
(Version – 09/11/07) 

This two–day event offers a new perspective on the relations between North and South, or more particularly between Madagascar and Europe, by focusing on the role of artists and their music within transnational networks. It challenges the more usual focus on artistic and cultural flows from the South to the North and on cosmopolitan European cities as centres of creativity, by redirecting our attention to the pivotal role which the South itself plays as magnet, inspiration and melting pot for social and cultural influences and flows. Framing our enquiry through our title question suggests a multiplicity of interconnections, with Antananarivo positioned as a hub for movements of musicians and cultural expressions between south and south, south and north, north and south. It also suggests an agenda for exploring a whole range of interconnecting themes across the spectrum of political, social, legal, economic   and environmental concerns in the relationship between Madagascar and Malagasy people living in Europe.
The following key themes will form the core of our encounter:
1/ South-North relations. Malagasy artists in Madagascar and Europe 
What are the effects of migration and transnational networking on Malagasy social and cultural life, positively as well as negatively?  
What kind of relations exit between musicians and other cultural actors in Madagascar, Europe and other African countries? 
Chair: Dama
Speakers: Justin Vali, Edgard Ravahatra, Mfa Kera, Samoela Andriamalalaharijaoa, Donné Randriamanantena 
2/ Researching Artists' Networks 
What is the state of the art in international academic research relating to migration networks in general and artists networks in particular?
How do Malagasy academics and post-graduate researchers view these phenomena, and what is the impact of this research?
Chair: Nadia Kiwan (University of Aberdeen, United Kingdom) and Marie Gibert (University of Southampton, UK)
Speakers: Taieb Belghazi (Mohammed V University, Morocco), Ulrike Meinhof (University of Southampton, UK), Rafolo Andrianaivoarivony  (Université d’Antananarivo), Bako Rasoarifetra (Université d’Antananarivo), Serge Rodin (Université d’Antananarivo).
3/ Music and civil society: artists - NGO collaborations  
What kinds of links have grown between artists and civil society? 
Do artists engage with the social, cultural, political and environmental concerns of their country, and what can they achieve?
Are there examples of ’best practice’ which could be generalised?
Chair: Ulrike Meinhof
Speakers: Charle (CICAFE); Ricky and Sammy (Voajahanari); Erich Raab (Freunde Madagaskars) Brett Mahoud (Azafady); Fenosoa Ratsimanetrimanana (Comité National de Lutte contre le Sida); Sophie Goedefroit (Université Paris 5/CNRS) (tbc).
  
4/ The music industry- local, national and international 
What are the possibilities offered by global and local music industries, where are the pitfalls?
What are the effects of existing or non-existing legal frameworks (e.g. copyright laws, piracy) on the professional opportunities of singer- songwriters?
How do different actors involved with the music industry- such as artists, concert promoters, record labels, law makers see the way forward? 
What is the role of audio-visual arts (film, video clips, television, etc.) in this context ?
Chair:Hemerson Andrianetrazafy
Speakers: Dama (artist); Jean-Claude Vinson (artist/producer/tour manager); Belanto (journalist); Haja Ranjarivo (Office Malgache des Droits d’Auteurs).

 

These and related questions about the encounters between Madagascar and Europe will be explored in a series of round-table discussions, taking place at the CGM in Antananarivo. Artists, cultural promoters and activists, academics, members from civil society associations, politicians and government officials, media professionals and cultural policy makers will share their ideas, experiences, visions as well as their artistic creativities and practices.

Privileging practice-oriented research, this symposium is also viewed as an opportunity to strengthen networks of all constituencies involved and act as a catalyst for further activities. The event will also give rise to 2 original concerts on the night of the 15th and 16th November at the Auditorium of the Television Malagasy (TVM), with celebrated artists of Malagasy origin from within Madagascar and from Europe (Justin Vali, Edgard Ravahatra, Mfa Kera & Reinhard Katemann, Marius Fontaine, Rachel Ratsizafy, Dama, Ricky, Jaojaoby, Donné Randrimanantena, Hajazz, Baba de Madagascar, Masy) in collaboration with Vazimba Produktion. 
The event will give rise to a retransmission on the national Television Malagasy (TVM), and to a series of radio programs produced by Birger Gesthuisen for the German radio station WDR3. 

The conference is the first of three events arising from the project « Diaspora as Social and Cultural Practice : a Study of Transnational Networks across Europe and Africa » sponsored by the British Arts and Humanities Research Council programme Diaspora, Migration and Identities, with two to follow on similar themes: in Rabat (Morocco) in December 2008, and in Southampton (UK) in autumn 2009.

For further information  please contact Professor Ulrike Hanna Meinhof (uhm@soton.ac.uk, University of Southampton, Tel: +44 23 80592255, Mobitel.: +44 7733331025 ) or Eckehart Olszowski, (il@cgm-mada.de, CGM / Goethe-Zentrum, Antananarivo, Tel.: +261-2022-21442, Mobiltel.: +261-3207-30044).

 

Program
Friday November 16, 2007
9.00 Opening address: Eckehart Olszowski - Dama –Ulrike Meinhof
9.30 – 1.00 pm            Theme 1: South-North relations. Malagasy artists in Madagascar and Europe
9.30 – 10.30 am           Presentations (5 x 10 min)
10.30 – 10.50 am         Coffee break
10.55 – 11.55 am         Small groups discussions
12.00 – 1.00 pm           Full group: Feedback and discussion

1.00 pm – 2.00 pm       Lunch

2.00 pm – 5.30 pm      Theme 2: Researching Artists' Networks
2.00 pm – 3.00 pm       Presentations (5 x 10 min)
3.05 pm – 4.05 pm       Small groups discussions 
4.05 pm – 4.25 pm       Coffee break
4.30 pm – 5.30 pm       Full group: Feedback and discussion

7.30 pm                        Concert-Debate – CGM/Goethe-Zentrum

 

Saturday November 17, 2007
9.30 – 1.00 pm            Theme 3: Music and civil society: artists - NGO collaborations 
9.30 – 10.30 am           Presentations (5 x 10 min)
10.30 – 10.50 am         Coffee break
10.55 – 11.55 am         Small groups discussions
12.00 – 1.00 pm           Full group: Feedback and discussion

1.00 pm – 2.00 pm       Lunch

2.00 pm – 5.30 pm      Theme 4: The music industry- local, national and international
2.00 pm – 3.00 pm       Presentations (5 x 10 min)
3.05 pm – 4.05 pm       Small groups discussions 
4.05 pm – 4.25 pm       Coffee break
4.30 pm – 5.30 pm       Full group: Feedback and platform discussion with local politicians                and official institutions’ representatives
