
Have you spent 3 months or more
in local authority care since the

age of 14*?

END

CARE EXPERIENCED & ESTRANGED
STUDENT DECISION TREE

YES

NO
Care Leaver

Have you spent 3 months or more
in supported accommodation

schemes, such as Foyers, since the
age of 14*? 

YES

Have you spent 3 months or
more, since the age of 14*, in

kinship care or brought up by
another relative or someone other

than your parents? 

NO

YES

Evidence: You should be able to get a letter
from your Local Authority or other

professional to confirm this; this letter should
include the dates you were in care. Please

send this letter to
studentinclusion@soton.ac.uk. 

Support: On receipt of acceptable evidence
you should be able to receive the Care

Leavers Support Package from the
University, which includes:

£2,000 Care Leavers Bursary
365 Day Accommodation Gurantee
Dedicated Point of Contact
Welcome Pack
Gym Membership or Bus Pass
Invite to Your Adventure Begins Here
Transition Day
Eligible to apply for the Ignite Your
Success Programme
Access to social events

START

*There is no age limit to being a Care Leaver or Care Experienced at Southampton; your time in care, up to 18 years old, could have occurred
many years ago. 

This decision tree is intended to capture the experiences of care and UoS definitions, however we appreciate that individual circumstances
might not be captured. You can contact studentinclusion@soton.ac.uk if further clarification is needed. Please note that eligibility for the

Care Leaver support package is dependent on supplying appropriate evidence; the evidence and eligibility is at the discretion of the
University. The above reflects the University of Southampton definitions, other institutions and organisations may differ.

Have you spent time in kinship
care set up through a private or
informal family arrangement? 

Care
Experienced

Did you spent time in foster care or
a residential home (i.e. a

children’s home) as a child, before
the age of 14? 

YES

Evidence: You are able to self disclose your
care experience via your UCAS application or

through University enrolment.

Support: Care Experienced students can
access the following support from the

University:

365 Day Accommodation Gurantee
Dedicated Point of Contact
Invite to Your Adventure Begins Here
Transition Day
Eligible to apply for the Ignite Your
Success Programme
Access to social events

Were you adopted from care as a
child? 

If so, was this through a formal
arrangement such as private

fostering, kinship foster care, a
Special Guardianship Order

or supported by your
Local Authority? 

YES

Did you enter care at 16 or 17
and were housed in semi-

independent housing? (This
includes former

homeless or unaccompanied
asylum seeking young people.)

NO

YES

NO

YESNO

NO

Not a Care
Leaver or Care
Experienced

NO

Those who spend time in
long term inpatient care
are not considered a care

leaver or care
experienced. 

YES

Helping you to understand whether you meet our care leaver or care experienced
definitions

When completing University enrolment  
please select ‘Been in care at any stage up
to the age of 18’ in response to the question
‘Do you have experience of living in care? ’

to self declare your care experience/care
leaver status.

mailto:studentinclusion@soton.ac.uk


Are you under 25 years old and
studying without the support of

your family? (This typically means
you have no contact with either
biological or adoptive parents.)

END

CARE EXPERIENCED & ESTRANGED
STUDENT DECISION TREE

NO

Estranged
Student

YES

Do you live independently but
continue to have a relationship

with your immediate family
members?

NO

YES

Evidence: You should recieve a letter/
email from Student Finance which states
your estranged status; this should be sent

to studentinclusion@soton.ac.uk.

Support: On receipt of evidence of your
Student Finance assessment you should
be able to receive the Estranged Student

Support Package from the University,
which includes:

£2,000 Estranged Student Bursary
365 Day Accommodation Gurantee
Dedicated Point of Contact
Welcome Pack
Gym Membership or Bus Pass
Invite to Your Adventure Begins Here
Transition Day
Access to social events

START

To be defined as an Estranged Student at Southampton, individuals must be aged 24 or under when starting their degree. 
This decision tree reflects Estrangement as defined by Student Finance; individuals will need to be assessed as Estranged by Studnet

Finance in order to be eligible for the University support package. You can contact studentinclusion@soton.ac.uk if further clarification is
needed.

The above reflects the University of Southampton definitions, other institutions and organisations may differ.

Have you been assessed as an
independent student by Student
Finance based on other factors?

(This may mean you have a
dependent, are aged over 25 or
have self funded for 36 months+

etc.) 

Independent
Student

Have you been assessed by
Student Finance as an

independent student on the basis
of being irreconcilably estranged

from your parents?

NO

YES

YES

Do you live with your parents but
they are they're unwilling to
complete Student Finance  

income assessment forms or have
a low income and cannot help

support you financially?

NO

YES

Not an
Independent

Student

NO

Helping you to understand whether you meet our estranged student definition

mailto:studentinclusion@soton.ac.uk

