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Royal Charter Storm (1859)

In the early hours of
26 October 18359, the
Royal Charter ship,
driven by the heavy
winds onto the east
coast of Anglesey,
Wales, with the loss of
over 450 lives.

Major flooding and
damage across UK
and Ireland, with a
total death toll
estimated at over 800.

_\.,,_0:»

Inspired Captain Robert FitzRoy of the Meteorological Office to
issue gale warning, now known as ‘Shipping Forecast’
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Typhoon Cobra (1944)

Sank three
destroyers in the
US Navy Pacific
Fleet, killed 790
sailors, damaged 9
other warships, and
swept dozens of
aircraft overboard,
off Philippines

Biggest e PRI
non-combative loss FeaEssS=
during WW2 '
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Too many — Too little

There are at-least hundreds of thousands (possibly
millions) of ship logbooks never been used in climate
research

Though appears simple - copying text from paper to
computer, proving difficult for individual(s), or Al

Collective effort — crowdsourced transcription
Old Weather - WW2 | Weather Rescue at Sea
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U.S. S. HONOLULU

CONFIDINTIAL

C=0-N~F-I~-D-E~-N-T-I-A-L
27 December 1943.

WAR DIARY

0800 Position Latitude 07°14'S, Longitude 157°50'E.

Completed passa%e through MANNING STRAIT at 0800. Steered course
310°T until about 1100. Steered 2939T until about 1430. Until 1330
destroyers were formed in an anti-submarine screen ahead on circle
4.5. At 1341 an anti-aircraft screen was formed with ships as follows:
FARENHOLT 1.5-315, BUCHANAN 1.5-045, LARDNER 1.5-135, LANSDOWNE 1l.5-
225. At 1410 formed column on course 322°T, Order from the van: FAREN=-
HOLT, BUCHANAN, HONOLULU, ST.LOUIS, LANSDOWNE, and LARDNER. This order
was maintained until after the firing was completed. During the app-
roach changes of course were made by turn signal.

From 1607 until 1802 fired on shore positions at XIETA and NUMA
NUMA as directed in Commander Task Force 38 Operation Order No. 14-43
of 26 December 1943. Total ammunition expended: 960 rounds 6"/47
H.C., and 432 rounds 5"/25 AA Common. Upon completion of the shore
bombardment retirement was made on course 085°T until 1910. Courses
were then followed passing to the Northward of BUKA ISLAND and down
the West Coast of BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE about 40 miles off shore.

28 December 1943.

At 0740 U.,S.S. HOPKINS, U.S.S. SICARD, U.S.S. GAMBLE, and U.S.S.
TRACY relieved the destroyer excort as anti-submarine screen for

UsS+S. HONOLULU and U.S.S. ST. LOUIS. U.S.S. FARENHOLT, U.S.S. BUCH=-
ANAN, U.S.S. LANSDOWNE, end U.S.S5. LARDNER took departure for BLANCEE
HARBOR, TREASURY ISLANDS, for refueling.

0300 Position Latitude 02°4§'S, Lonfitude 125034'E.

1200 Position Latitude 8933'S, Longitude 156003'E.
2000 Position Latitude 7933'S, Longitude 155929'E.

29 December 1943.

0800 Position 9°23.5'sS, Longitude 159°08'E.
At 1205 entered PURVIS BAY, FLORIDA ISLAND, SOLOMON ISLANDS.

30 - 31 December 1943.
At anchor PURVIS BAY FLORIDA ISLAND, SOLOMON ISLANDS.
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Zooniverse - transcription
platform
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Work done by volunteers

Old Weather - WW2

3 million individual observations x 3 redundancy
values x 7 variables =~63 million items x 2 strokes

= more than 126 million keystrokes (over 60 months
for one person)

Weather Rescue at Sea

1.5 million individual observations x 6 redundancy
values x 5 variables=~45 million items x 2 strokes

=more than 90 million keystrokes (over 43 months
for one person)
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Old Weather - WW?2
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Old Weather - WW?2
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Number of monthly SLP observations (log-scale)

Weather Rescue at Sea (WRS)
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Summary

Help understand long-term changes in the climate
including extreme weather events

How current climate compares to past climate, how
extreme rainfall events, for example, are changing

Formulate evidence-based adaptation strategies

Thank you for your attention!

*praveen.teleti@ncas.ac.uk
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